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Not for us, Lord, to question or complain.

You know, we could have used him yet a while:
His wisdom needed, as his ready smile,

And eager, youthful zeal, which now — all vain?
Not so: the part achieved remains, to serve
Those whom he loved towards sovereign nationhood.
The vision here he followed, sought the good

To pass it on, until the shock and swerve

That brought an end. But this believe: the rest
Proceeds, and now in other spheres the meed

Of service owed he brings. You, Sir, know best,
Beyond our wit to comprehend. We heed —

So bend, not break us, gently to Your will,

And we’ll not weep. O aching heart, be still.
M.W.S.

D.EM.: NYONESANO
(Farewell)

SHANGO LA VENDA LO AKHAMALA

MUSI HU TSHI ONESA IWE HADZHI WE SHAVHA,

VHUHALI HAU HO VHONALA NA LUFUNI,

MUSI U TSHI RI: “MUDZIMU THUSA VHANA VHA
VHATU,”

LA VHA LONE FHUNGO LA U FHEDZA VHUTSHI-
LONI HAU IWE

DINANI HADZHI.

Op 19 Augustus 1966 het mnr. D. E. M. Mabudafhasi, Hons.-B.A. (S.W.), lektor in die
departement Sosiologie aan die Universiteitskollege in die uitvoering van sy diens tragies om-
gekom. Sy dood is nie net 'n haas onherstelbare verlies vir sy naasbestaandes in die besonder
en vir die Venda-volk as geheel nie, maar ook ’n pynlike slag vir sy kollegas van die Kollege.

Met dankbaarheid sal sy kosbare werk in die geheue bly en die invloed daarvan kennelik

wraae nat cnanc or mincamea karaltar nanit veroeet kan ward nie
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PREFACE

At the time of his death in 1966 as a result of a motor car accident
incurred during the course of field work carried out &s a lecturer in Socio-
logy at the then University College of the North, Mr, D.E. Mabudafhasi had
written a first draft of the first chapter of a proposed M.A. thesis as well
as partly completed first drafts of the remaining four chapters thereof.

The undersigned, his appointed promotor, considered it appropriate that the
academic work undertaken by the deceased should, however, still be published
in some way or other, preferably in the form of a research project report.

He therefore took it upon himself to compile such a project report from the
incomplete drafts and notes at his disposal. In this regard it should be
mentioned that the candidate had prepared numerous tables for use in his
proposed thesis, However, no trace could be found of most of these tables.
Also, only 4 out of the 100 schedules from which the data for the compilation
of the tables was obtained could be traced - hence the tables concerned could

not be reconstructed.

Tt will therefore be realized that the task which the undersigned took
upon his shoulders was not an easy one. In the writing of this report, how-
ever, & sincere attempt was made to follow Mr, Mabudafhasi's style, his way
of thinking and reasoning. The extent to which he (the undersigned) suc—

ceeded in this regard is naturally open to conjecture,

In conclusion a word of thanks need be expressed towards Mrs, D.E.
Mabudafhasi and Mr, M, Bopape for the diverse assistance rendered by them in

the preparation of this report.

W.H.dJ, Scholten

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY AND CRIMINOLOGY,
UNIVERSITY OF THE NORTH,

August, 1973,
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CHAPTER T

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Choice of the topic and aim of the study.

The interest of the researcher to study some aspect of social life of
the Bantu workerg at the Zebediela Estatesq) was aroused by an educational
visit he paid to the Estates in 1964 accompanied by a group of Sociclogy
students from the then University College of the North.

During a scouting survey which he conducted later in 1964 with the ap—
proval of the Schlesinger Organization, he found that at the Estates 751
workers — and their families — of different ethnic, cultural and geographical

2)

from the Bepublic of South Africa, there wers — as Table 1.1 shows — others

origin were accommodated in the same section villages. Besides workers

from Malawl, Zambia, Bhodesia and Portuguese East Africa.

TABLE 1.1

The Number of Married Workers at the Zebediela Estates, 1964, Aral ysed

According to Country of Origin.

Country of Origin Number of Married Workers %
Malawil 200 26,6
P.E. Africa 91 A e
Zambia 26 3,0
Bhodesia 120 15,9
South Africa 314 41,9

Total 751 100,0

The researcher's interest was drawn to the Malawl workers and deciced
to 1limit his study tc t-=m, not because they formed the ma jority of the non—

South African Bantu employed by the Estates, but, because they were married

1) Henceforth to be referred to as the Estates. See also Annexure A with
regard to the establishment of the Estates and certain related matters.
2) Henceforth to be referred to as sections,



2.

to or living in concubinageaj with South African Bantu wumend) - see Table
1.1.1 - who originated almost exclusively from a totally different family
system — see Tables 1.1,2 and 1.1.3 - and who also had different ethnic

and cultural backgrounds.

TABLE 1,1.1

The Type of Uniuna) Effected by the Migpgnt Malawi Mens) with the South

African Women.

Type of Union Number of Unions %
Bantu Custom 20 10,0
Christian Rites 1 0,5
Civil Rites 1 0,5
Concubinage 178 89,0

Total 200 100,0

The data in Table 1,1.1 shows that almost nine out of ten Malawi men

were living in concubinage with South African women.

TABLE 1.1.2

The family system from which the Malawi men originate. (Husbands to women
referred to in Table 1.1.3.)

Tribe of Origin Family System Number of Men %
Gomani Matrilineal g2 as5,?
Zongendaba Patrilineal 249 14,5
Chewa Matrilineal 53 26, 6
Nyan ja Matrilineal 9 4,6
Mangan ja Patrilineal 12 5,8
Tonga Matrilineal 2 1.1
Senga Patrilineal 3 1,7

Total - 200 100,00

3) Unless otherwise stated these unions, for the purpose of this study,
will also be referred to as marriages.

4) Henceforth to be referred to as South African women.

5) Henceforth to be referred to as Malawi men.



3,

Table 1.1.2 indicates that about eight out of ten Malawi men

originate from matrilineal family systems.

TABLE 1.1.3

The family system from which the South African Women originate (Wives

to men referred to in Table 1.1.2)

Tribe of Origin Family System Number of Women %
Ndebele Patrilineal 123 61,5
Pedi " a7 23,5
Tsonga " 18 3,0
Venda " 2 1,0
Tswana " 2 1,0
Zulu " 2 1,0
Swazi = 3 1,5
Gomani Matrilineal 2 1,0
Yao » 1 0,5

Total - 200 100,0

The data in Table 1.1.3 shows that the South African women originate
almost exclusively from patriarchal family systems. The researcher also
considered it appropriate to obtain information on the previous marital
status of the South African women and of the Malawi men before they came
into contact with each other. Tables 1.1.4 and 1.1.5 provide this in-

formation for the women and men respectively.

TABLE 1.1.4

Previous Marital Status of the South African Women

Previous Marital Status Number of Wamen %
Divorced/Separated 26 13,0
(from S.A. Bantu men)

Widowed (husbands S.A. Bantu men ) 64 32,0
D&mrmd[m/&A.Bmmumaﬂ 42 21,0
Had illegitimate children 34 17,0

(fathers said to be 3.A. Bantu men)

Were never married (had no children) 34 17,0

Total 200 100, 00
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The data in Table 1.1.4 shows that most of the women who were either
married to or living in concubinage with Malawi men were previously married
to South African Bantu men, but were later either divorced, separated, deser—
ted or widowed or were not married but had illegitimate children, Almost
one fifth of the women were never married before and had no children at the
time of contact with the Malawi men, whereas a further one fifth had illegiti-

mate children (presumably by S.A. Bantu men).

TABLE 1.1.5

The Previous Marital Status of the Malawi Men

|
\

Previous Marital Status Number of Men %
Married in Malawi 134 67,0
Married and divorced at the Estates 2 1,0
Married and widowed at the Estates 14 7,0
Living in concubinage or married

and deserted at the Estates 50 25,0

Total 200 100,0

From Table 1,1.5 it can be seen that the majority —-two—-thirds- of the
Malawi men were married to women in Malawi before effecting their present
unions/marriages. A considerable number - about one in four - had, however,

been living in concubinage with other women at the Estates.

With the information obtained by means of the scouting survey the re-—
searcher came to the conclusion that al though he was interested in social
relationships in general at the Estates, it would be wise, appropriate and
of sociological importance with regard to ethnic relations, to undertake
a study of the social relationships within the family of the Malawi men, es=—
pecially with regard to the roles of husband and wife and certain related
matters. In more detail the choice and aim of the researcher with regard

to the Malawi family, was to study -

(i) the roles of husband and wife in respect of the household duties,
the care, upbringing and education of the children, the economic
support of the family and certain related matters such as the

roles of the children and relatives; and
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(ii) the extent to which the absence of lobola in marriage or the
absence of marriage sureties influence the roles of husband and

wife in the family.

1.2 The Hypothesis

The role of the hypothesis in scientific research is to suggest explarna—

tions for certain facts and to guide in the investigation of others. As

Selltiz stat=-:

"We cannot take a single step forward in any inouiry unless we
begin with a suggested explanation or solution of the difficulty
which originated it. Such tentative explanations are suggested
to us by something in the subject matter and by our previous know-
ledge. When they are formulated as propositions they are called
hyputheses".s)

A hypothesis for this study is formulated as follows:

(i) Where men from a matriarchal/matrilineal family system marry
women from a patriarchal/patrilineal family society, such a
family will have more patriarchal/patrilineal characteristics

than matriarchal/matrilineal ones.

(ii) When lobola is absent in a marriage between a patriarchal/patri-
1ineal woman and a matriarchal/matrilineal man the role of the
woman will be that of a mother of illegitimate children and that
of the man like that of a concubine.

The completion of this study will either prove or disprove the validity
of the above-mentioned hypothesis in its entirety or in part.

1.3 Research Methods Employed in the Study

(a2) The Sample

As the study focuses attention on the roles of husband and wife in

the family of the Malawi men the main attention will necessarily
fall on the family.

6) Selltiz, G, Jahoda, M, Deutsch M, and Cook, S.W. Hesearch Methods in
Social Relations, p. 3S.




(b)

.

The Estates cover an area of twenty five square miles and are
divided into seventeen sections, Each section has its own compound
for the unmarried workers and a village for the married ones. A
number of families of the Malawi men in each section village, will,

for the purposes of this study be considered as a cluster.,

Tt was decided not to approach all of the 200 families of the
Malawi men on the Estates, but only a random sample which would be
representative of these families. It was considered that a fifty
percent representative sample would suffice and consequently fifty
percent of the Malawi families in each section village were ap-

proached in the following manner:

A 1list of the Malawi workers residing in each section village was
drawn up and arranged according to the employment numbers allotted
to them by the Estates at the time of their recruitment. In each
village the family of every second worker on the respective lists
was approached, In each list, the sampling commenced with the num—
ber randomly pronounced by the respective village managers. In~
this manner — so it is claimed - a guasi-random representative

sample of 100 Malawi families was obtained.

The Schedules

In order to obtain most of the necessary data two schedules were
used. The first of these is Schedule A (see Annexure B),  Infor—
mation on the questions in this schedule was provided by section
managers on the one hand and on the other hand by means of a direct
approach by the researcher to the families concerned. This schedu—

le was intended to gather information on

(1) the number of Malawi families in which marriage was contracted

after lobola had been issued;

(ii) those families in which lobola was not issued in respect of

the wife; and

(iii) certain related matters.

Schedule B (see Annexure C) was the main schedule applied to obtain

data on the roles of the husband and of the wife in the family of
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the Malawi men. Information on the gquestions in this schedule
was obtained solely by interviewing the families included in the

sample,

(¢) The Language Construction of the Schedules

The scouting survey referred to on page 1, brought to light that

in each of the families concerned the language of the wife was the
home language. As can be seen from Table 1.1.3 above, the wives
of the Malawi men belong to nine different tribes, hence the famil-
ies of the Malawi men at the Estates can be divided into nine dif-
ferent ethnic, tribal or culturel groups. It was therefore
impractical for the researcher to construct the schedules in all
the different home languages of the people under study. This
difficulty was overcome by constructing the schedules in English,
the language in which the thesis report wes to be written.

(d) The Interviews

The researcher was assisted by the section managers to arrange for
the time and place of the interviews., These were conducted in the
rondavels or in the lapas of the families included in the sample.
No members of other families were allowed to be present at the
interviews with any particular family. This was done in order to
set the interviewees at ease and avoid the possibility that their
affairs would become known to other people other then the researche

er,

In asking the gquestions, the researcher translated the questions

on the schedules into the language of the family concerned. The
investigator, thersefore, had to change his language medium from
family to family. This proved to be no obstacle, however, for

the investigator was proficient in Venda, Pedi, Tsonga, Zulu and
Fana ka 10.7) In all, six different languages are spoken by the
Malawi families at the Estates. Since Pedi is the language spoken
by the majority at the Estates and is also the language of the ad-
jacent neighbourhood of the Estates, it is understood and spoken

7) A language formed out of a mixture of Bantu languages and official
languages in South Africa.



(e)

(f)

8.

by most of these families. In the families where a language
foreign to the researcher, namely Chinyanja was spoken, the research-
er made use of an interpreter. There were three such families on
the Estates. In this way, however, the language difficulty was

OVercome.

The interviews were conducted during the day and also during the
evening until approximately 9.00 p.m. Most of the interviews took
place over weekends when both husband and wife were at home. The

interviews were held with all adult members of the family.

The Socio-historical Method

In order to gather information on the beginning of the contact be-
tween the Malawi men and the South African women, the researcher
resorted to historical events - hence the use of the socio-histori-
cal method. The information on the history of the Estates was ob—
tained from literature on the subject by Van Blerka) and from other
informants. The informants provided information on the beginning
of the contacts between Malawi men and South African women. The

chief informant in this respect was Ben Maja.g)

The informaticon on the family system of the South African women and
that on the family system applicable in Malawi is based on litera—
ture, while the information on the roles of husband and wife in the
nuclear family of the migrant Malawi is based on the investigator's

field research,

The Comparative Method

In order to arrive at a conclusion on the various aspects studied,
use was made of the comparative method. The investigator contras-—
ted patrilineal and matrilineal characteristics and applied them to
the family of the migrant Malawi in order to establish the character-—
istics which are dominant in this family. This matter is dealt

with in Chapter IV,

8
9

j

van Blerk, A,R.: History of Zebediela Estates, April 1968, Zebediela,
Ben Maja, a clerk at the Estates from 1918 to 1960.
He reads, writes and speaks English fluently.
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The roles of husband and wife in families effected out of customary
unions were also compared with those of husband and wife in families
where no such unions took place. (See also Chapter IV in this
connectinn.) The comparative method was therefore one of the im-

portant methods used in this study.

(g) Statistical Method

The statistical method was widely used in this study, e.g. the de-
termining of the size and choice of the sample, frequency distribu-—
tions, the extent of the phenomena and related matters. This study
would hardly have been possible without the use of statistical

methods,

1.4 Reliability of the Data Obtained and Related Aspects

In December 1960 and January 1961, the researcher carried out a survey
of social services at the Penge Asbestos Mine, near Lydenburg. It was a
mere coincidence that shortly after his departure, the foreign Bantu miners,

including those of Malawi were issued with a repatriation order.

Some of the Malawi men who did not obey the repatriation order, left
Penge Mine and took up new employment with the Estates. When they met the
researcher at the Estates, they started to spread false news that he was
working for the Government and that his duty was to repatriate foreign Bantu.
One of the difficulties which confronted the researcher was, therefore, to
convince the people at the Estates that this rumour was entirely without

foundation,

The researcher realised that the people concerned would not believe him
if he told them that he was gathering information for a Master's degree thesis
in Sociology. He therefore, chose to tell the people that he was gathering
information for a book on the life of the Migrant Malawi at the Estates,

This explanation was within the understanding of the people. After much ex-—
planation and with the assistance of certain "key men" in the Malawi community

at the Estates, the "problem" was eventually successfully solved.

The fact that the families of the Malawi men speak different languages
presented yet another difficulty. However, the researcher's ability to

speak most of these languages and the use he made of a Malawi interpreter
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where this was necessary, helped him to overcome this difficulty.

The Malawi' men, like other workers at the Estates, were not available
in their own homes during the day, except during weekends, The researcher
had, therefore, either to work in the evening or only over weekends. Most
workers were also, because of recreative activities, not available for inter—
viewing on Saturdays or Sunday afternoons. To overcome this difficulty the
researcher conducted most of the interviews over weekends. However, he did
this between 7,00 a,m, and 12,30 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. In this way,.
no interviews were conducted during the recreational hours. A few interviews
were held with the men during the course of the week. Most of these took

place with men who were on night duty.

As the researcher was able to overcome the difficulties referred to, he
claimed that the data eventually obtained from the families concerned could

be considered reliable,

1.5 Terms and Concepts used in the Study

Certain concepts and terms are used in this study. The following is a

circumscription of such terms and concepts.

(a) The Family
According to Burgess and Locke, a definition of the family must include
that which is common to a great variety of human groups to which the
term family has been applied, They cite four main characteristics
which are common to the family in all times and all places and differ—

entiate the family from other social groups:

(i) The family is composed of persons united by ties of blood or
adoption, The bond between husband and wife is that of marriage;
and the relationship between parents and children is generally
that of blood, but sometimes of adoption.

[ii) The members of the family typically live together under one roof
and constitute a single household, Sometimes the household is
multiple, consisting of as many as three, four, or even five

generations.

(iii] The family is a unity of interacting and intercemmunicating per-—

sons enacting the roles of husband and wife, mother and father,



(b)

(e)

(d)

M.

son and daughter, brother and sister. The roles are defined by
the community, but in each community they are powerfully reinfor—
ced by sentiments, partly traditional and partly emotional cir-

cumstances or factors arising out of experience.

(iv) The family maintains a common cul ture, derived mainly from the
general culture, but in a complex society possessing some distinct—

ive features for each family. 10)

Patriarchal Family

The term patriarchal connotes power centered in a man, usually the father
or grandfather in a family group. A patriarchal family, therefore, is

the type of family governed by the father or in a traditional Bantu So-
ciety by the eldest male head.

Patrilineal

This concept refers to the practice whereby descent in the family is
traced only through males.

Patrilocal Residence

This iz a practice whereby a woman after marriage takes up residence at
the husband®'s village. Hence a man with his wife, his sons, their wives
and the unrharried daughters are united in orne locality. As Queen,
Habenstein and Adams put it, patrilocal residence means that the family

resides with or near relatives of the husband. 11

Matriarchal Family

This is a family wherein power is centered in a woman, usually the mot—
her or grandmother. Therefore "matriarchy™ with respect to the family
refers to the rule of the family by the mother, not the father 2} 1
a traditioral matriarchal Bantu Society this means rule by the eldest
female head.

The concept derotes a method of tracing descent by the recognition of

Burgess, E.W. and Locke H.J.: The Family, New York, 1945, pp. 7-8.
Queen, S.A., Habenstein A.W., and Adams, J.B.: The Family in \arious

(f) Matrilineal
10
1
) Cultures, Chicago, 1961, p. 12.
12

Lowie, R.H.: Primitive Scciety, London, 1929, p. 67.
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(h)

(3)

(k)

(1)
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relationships based upon descent from a common ancestor or ancestress
through women only. Matrilineal descent is Found not only with matri-
local residence but also with patrilocal residence.

Matrilocal Besidence

This is a practice whereoy "... the husband of a woman lives in his
13). In the case of
divarce, the husband must leave and return to the house of his childhood,

wife's home but without ternure of residence rights®

the one owned by his mother or one of his sisters. Matrilocal residern—

ce therefore means that residence is with or near relatives of the wife.

Bilocal Hesidence

This is a practice whereby a married couple can choose either patrilocal

or matrilocal residence.

(1) Polygamy
This decignates a marriage of either a man or woman with more than
one spouse. As Winick puts it: "Marriage in which a member of
gither sex has more than one spouse”. m)

Monogamy

A custom whersby ore man marries only one wife.

Extended Family

Fairchild defines an extended family as "a social group consisting of
several related individual families, especially those of a man and his
sons or of a woman and her daughters, residing in a single large dwel—

ling or cluster of smaller Gnes“15)

Nuclear Family

This is a family made up of husband and wife togsther with their own or
adopted children. A nuclear family into which one is born and/or in
which one is reared i.e. socialized or orientated, is sometimes referred

to as the “family of Urigin”.lﬁ) The nuclear family is sometimes also

13
14
15
16

Winick, C.: Dictionary of Anthropology, New Jersey, 1958, p. 348.
Burgess, E.W. and Locke, H,J.: DOp cit, p. 10.

Fairchild, H.P.: Dictionary of Sociclogy and Related Sciences, p.l1ll14.
Rosser, C, and Harris, C.: The Family and Social Change, P. 19.
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referred to as the "family of procreation" formed by the act and issue

of the union.

(m) Compound Family

This is a type of family which consists of a hushand with more than orne
wife or a woman with more than one husband. The former is known as a poly-

gamous family and the latter as a polyandrous family.

(n) Vvillage

The term usually refers to an assemblage of houses smaller than a town
and larger than a hamlet. In this study, however, the term will be used
to refer to an assemblage of rondavels of the Bantu workers constituting

the married quarters at the Estates.

(o) Compound

The term compound will be used in this study to refer to an assemblage
of blocks of buildings constituting the living guarters of single persons

employed by the Estates.

(p) Status and Role

Since this study focuses attention on the roles of husband and wife in
the family of the migrant Malawi, the concepts of role and status reguire

explanation in detail.
(i) Role

There are a mass of definitions of the concept role. These defi=-
nitions can, however, be grouped into two main categories. The
first of these categories consists of definitions devised by social
psychologists who use the concept "role" as a synonym of imitation,
It was first in this sense that the concept "role" developed. The
individual learns to follow models of conduct which are suggested
to him by others who are significant to him. Coser and Rosenberg,
for example, say that the ability imaginatively to enact the role
of others is a precondition for the rational anticipation of the

responses of others and for the adequate perception of one's 5e1F"j7)

17) Coser, Z.A. and Rosenberg, B.: Sociological Theory, a book of readings,
New York, 1957, p. 247.
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The second category of definitions of this concept is that of the
sociologists who use it as a functional-structural ore. The mean-—
ing of the structural-functional concept is made clear by Johnson
who says that one of the most important aspects of the organization
of structure of any social system is.the fact that its members are
differentiated according to the social positions they uccupy.qe)

To Johnson social position is a unit incorporating both element and
process, It contains within it a structural element implying
status (rights) and a functional element — a process implying ob-
ligations (functions). This approach to the concept "role" is
generally accepted by sociologists today, There are, however,
@lso differences in definitions of role within this second category.
One group of authors within this category define role as expected
behaviour of a person occupying a certain position or status.
Goldschmidt, Merril and Lintcm,’|9 are among those who define role
in terms of what a person is supposed to do, other than what he
actually does in a certain position, These authors define role

specifically as a set of behaviour expectations,

Another set of authors define the concept as the actual behaviour
of a person occupying a certain status or position. Parsons and
Davis are among the authors who define role as the actual behaviour

of & person in a certain position.

The latter says in this connection: "The role then is the manner
in which a person actually carries out the requirements of his

position and is the dynamic aspect of status or DFfice."zo)

21)

others, hence his actual behaviour in the position he occupies in

To Parsons, role means what the actor does in his relations with

the social system, Parsons' formulation of the concepts is there-—

fore best understood against the background of the action frame of

)

Johnsaon, H.M, : Sociology: A Systematic Introduction, pp. 48, 53, 59,

(a) Goldschmidt, W.: Exploring the ways of mankind, Los Angeles, 1960,
pp. 316-317.

(b; Merril, F.E.: Culture and Personality, New Jersey, 1958, p. 184,

(c) Linton, R.: The Study of Man, New York, 1936, pp., 113-114,

Davis, K.: Human Society, New York, 1966, p. 90,

Parsons, T.: The Social System, London, 1964, p. 5.
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reference. It is in the =ense in which Parsons and Davis define

"role" that the concept will be used in this study.

Status

The sociclogical usage of the term gives the word status two mean—
ings. The first of these can be thought of simply as position.
This is also the Latin meaning of the term. Every person who lives
in society has a position or positions depending upon where he was
born, what he does for a living, his sex, his age, his place in the
family and in other groups. The second meaning is like the first,
but only more limited. Tt depends on whether the status is high or
low. Tt concerns itself with only the relative position on a ver-
tical scale. Al though Ogburn and Nimkoff start off by defining
status simply as a position of the individual in the group, they go
on to say that the term suggests on the one hand the idea of rank.
According to them, a person's status is his group standing, or ran—

22)

king in relation to others.

Parsons, Linton, Merton and othersza) also define the concept status,
and their definitions bear the same meaning, namely that status is
the positional aspect or where the actors are "located" in the in-
teraction relationship which follows a definite pattern relative to
other inter-active persons in the situation concerned, Parsons
maintains that the participation of an actar in the patterned inter—
active relationship in the social system has two principal aspects:
the first of these is the positional aspect which indicates where
the actor is located in the social system relative to other actors.
In his own words he says: "This is what we call his status which

is his place in the relationship system considered as a structure,

that is a patterred system of parts."zd)

It is in the sense that Parsnns‘defines status that it will be

used in this study.

22)

23)

24)

Ogb
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urn, W.F, and Nimkoff, M.F.: A Handbook of Sociology, London, 1956,
208,
Parsons, T.: The Social System, Il1linois, 1964, p. 25.
Linton, R. : The Study of Man, New York, 1936, pp. 113-114.
Merton, R.K.: _Social Theory and Social Structure, Illinois, 1959,
pp. 368, 378,

Parsons, T.: 0Op. cit., p. 25.



CHAPTER TII

THE. BACKGROUND OF THE NYASA HUSBANDS AND THETIR SOUTH
AFRICAN BORN WIVES, WITH SPECIAL FEFERENCE TO THEIR
FESPECTIVE FAMILY SYSTEMS

2.1 The Geographical and Historical Background of the Nyasa Men Married to
or Living with the Scuth African Bantu Women.

According to Bruwerﬂ most tribes in Nyasaland, Rhodesia and Portuguese
East Africa are sections of a once powerful tribe, the Amalawi cr Amaravi.

Theal maintains that the Malawi appears to have been a powerful and well—
organized tribe, and further gives a description of the Maravi empire stretch—
ing from Quilimane to Mnml:ﬂsa.2)

To obtain a background picture of the Malawi men residing on the Zebediela
Estates, a brief geographical and historical description of the dominant Mala—
wi tribes, viz. the Nyanya, Yac, Cews, Ngoni and a heterscgenecus group,
appears necessary. (Cf. Table 1.1.2, Pe 2)

(a) The Nyanja Tribe
This group consists of the country's earliest known inhabitants whose
language is closely related to that of the Sema and Tette people on the
Zambesi and Loangwa. The origin of this tribe is uncertain according
to Lawsun.al' In 1858, Livingstone found various branches of this tribe
settled throughout South Nyasaland, and even today, the Nyanja are still
settled at this place.

(b) The Yao Tribe

The Yao tribe, numbers of whom between 1860 and 1870 were driven south—
wards from their home in Portuguese East Africa by the neighbouring
Amakua Walolc. These fugitive Yao fell upon the unwarlike Nyanja, com—
quered and subjugated their chiefs and finally settling among them,
intermarried to a certain extent. 4

1) Bruwer, J.: "Note on Maravi Origin and Migration®, African Studies,
' Vol, 9, No. 1, 1950, March, p. 32.
2} Theal, G.: History of South Eastern Africa, Vol. III, Capetown, p. 480.-
. Lawson, A.: ®An Outline of the Relationship System of the Nyanja and.Yao
Tribes in South Nyasaland”, African Studies, Vol. 8, No. 4,
December, 1949, p. 180,
4) Lawson, A.: Ibid, p. 180,
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l’7l

Presently, the Yao and Nyanja occupy that part of Southern Malawi between
the Chikala Range in the South, Mount Mangoele in the North, the Shire
River to the West, and the Portuguese East Africa border to the East.

The Cewa Tribe

Young maintains that the past history of the Cewa proves that they have
ethnic affinities with one of the great mother tribes of Central Africa,
the Nyanja or People of the Lakes, who in days gone by, were known as

the Malawi or People of the Flames.5

Bruwer says that the name Cewa is not recorded in the earlier writings
of the Portuguese [of 1798)6). It would, therefore, appear that the
Cewa is of later origin than the Maravi, much in the same way as such
names as Nyanja, Cipeta, Nsenga, Sena, etc. denote sections of the Mara-

vi mother tribe,

Different explanations are given with regard to the origin of this

tribe. Some say it originated at a hill Nceu in Nyasaland. Others
state that it comes from Cawa, meaning the abode of Mkanda. As Bruwer
says: "Cooley even gives the meaning of 'strangers' to it."7) What—
ever the difference, the fact is that the Cewa is one of the major tribes
of the Malawi-speaking pecples, and has a common mother tribe like the

Nyanja and the Yao.

Their present habitat is predominantly in the Central province of Malawi,
the Eastern Province of Northern Rhodesia and the Tete district of Por-

tuguese East Africa.

The Cewa included in this study are, however, only those who come from

the Central pravince of Malawi.

The Ngoni Tribe

The Ngoni tribe is a branch of the Zulu tribe whose flight from Chaka en-—
ded in settlement in Malawi and Portuguese East Africa. "In the Shire
Highlands Ngoni are found only in small scattered groups for their real

8)

home is the "Angonrni Highlands' of Central Malawi."

Young, C.: "Kinship Among the Cewa of Rhodesia and Nyasaland", African
Studies, Vol. 9, No. 1, March, 1950, p. 29,

Bruwer, J.: 0Op cit, p. 33.

Ibid, p. 33.

Lawson, A.: Op cit, p. 180.



18.

(e) Other Tribes

Besides the four predominant Malawi tribes found at the Zebediela Esta—
tes, reference can be made with regard to an apparent link up of tribal
identity among the Malawi tribes. The area from half-way down the

East shore of Nyasa, through the Cewa, the Cipeta, the Dedza, the Nyanja,
the Mang'anja, on to the Zambesi Country in the South and then eastwards
into Zambia is "by no means homogeneous, tribally or linguistically, but

culturally very similar."9

The people farming the "other tribes" come from that part of Portuguese
East Africa immediately to the East of Malawi, Culturally and in social
make-up, they are similar to the Yao and Nyanja, being Matrilineal and
Matrilocal and living in small kinship groups of Matrilineal kin. They
include Cipeta, the Dedza people, Shirima, Tambuka,.etc, "... and all
these may obviously be classed as persons who speak Nyanja as their

mo ther tungue.qo)

From the above exposition the following conclusions may be drawn:

1. That the mother tribe of many sections found under different names

in Malawi, Portuguese East Africa and Rhodesia today is the Maravi

or Malawl or the "People of the Flames,"

2. That the Maravi migrated southwards probably long before the 16th
Century, settling along the West shore of Lake Nyasa.

2.2 The Family System in Malawi and its Distinctive Features.

While the majority of the Malawi tribes differ linguistically the three
main tribes found at the Zebediela Estates, namely, the Yao, Cewa and Nyanja,
are culturally very similar, "They are matrilineal, matrilocal; and have a
traditional practice of bilateral cross-cousin marriage (i.e. marriage to the
daughter of one's mother's brother, or equally, of one's father's sister),

its ties of blood anrd affinity have become interdependent.“qq)

9) Mitchell, J.C.L.: "The Yao of Southern Nyasaland" in Colson, E, & Gluck-—
man, M. (ed.): Seven Tribes of British Central
Africa, p. 296.
10) Atkins, G.: "The Nyanja-spesking Population of Nyasaland and Northern
Rhodesia", African Studies, Vol. 9, No. 1,March, 1950, p. 25.
11) Lawson, A.: Op cit, p. 18L.

'
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Of the main Malawi tribes referred to in this study only the pure Ngoni

is patrilineal,

A. Marriage among the Matrilineal Tribes from which the Malawi men

Predominant at the Zebediela Estates, originate.

Marriage among these tribes in its initial stages is predominantly uxori-
local and husbands move to the abode of their wives.lz) There are village
external and village internal marriages. Uxori-local residence should be
conceived as referring to either the village of the wife or the section of
her matrilineage within the same village as that of her husband, In the
case of village external marriages, the village of the women receives sons=in-—
law. In the case of village interral marriages, the matrilineage section of
the women receives sons-in-law, A woman may be removed to the village of or
village section of her husband. This is more often the case if the man is

the senior guardian of his matrilineage.

For example, "Cewa marriage is characterized by the absence of valuable

possessions passing from the wife-receiving to the wife—-providing matri-

13)

of goodwill are mutually given but have but little legal significance. The

lineage." This is the case with regard to the Nyanja and Yao. Tokens
token which used to be a fowl or goat, has lately received legal status and
today money is generally given by the husband. But the significance of this
'token' within the traditioral code was much more of a ritual than a legal
nature although the two concepts, as seen by Bruwer, cannot always be easily

distinguished in Cewa Suciety.qa)

The marriage negotiations do, however, include a probationary period of

labour service rendered by the son—in-law to his parents—in-law,

The integrity of the matrilineage can never be influenced by either the
'token' or the labour, Both the woman and her children remain inalienable
members of her matrilineage and the husband or his matrilineage does not
attain rights over the children born of the marriage. The husband does ob=-
tain sexual rights and domestic service as far as his wife is concerned, but

she is never incorporated into his matrilineage, neither is he incorporated

12) Bruwer, J.P.: "Unkhoswe: The System of Guardianship in Cewa Matrilineal
, Society", African Studies, Vol. 14, No. 3, 1955, p. 115.

13} Bruwer, J.P.: Ibid, p. 115.

14) Ibid, p. 115,
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into her matrilineage. "Fach remains under the jurisdiction of their re—

spective matrilineages. "15)

B. The Family System

The tribes belonging to Malawi-speaking peoples of the Lake Nyasa region
are matrilineal. They have a common system of guardianship called Unkhoswe
(by Yao), by which the integrity of members of the same matrilineage is stres—
sed, These matrilineages comprise male and female members determining de—
scent through a classification system of kinship from a common ancestress
geneologically recogrnized and remembered.

The discussion below shows that the nature of the family system has a
tremendous influence on the roles and status of its members.

(a) Status and Role of Husband

Within the matrilineage, male members act as guardians, especially with
regard to the women and their children.lﬁ) Among the Yao, Cewa and Nyanja,
for example, the husband lives in a village with his mother—in-law, frequently
in the very next hut to hers. He is by custom obliged in the early stages
of marriage to avoid her and to treat his father—in-law with great respect.

The son-in-law is further expected to do all sorts of odd jobs for his
mother—in-law. In a nutshell the position of the husband in a matrilineal
family can be described as follows: ®The husbands are drawn from other matri-
lineages belonging to different matriarchs and only act as seedraisers'.r?]
It follows that matrilineages are exogamous; the relative status of male mem—
bers within the matrilineage is inheritedby birth through their mothers and
the rark sequence is always grandmother®s brother on mother's side and her
sisters' sons, the senior son of the senior sister in each generation being
the senior guardian or potential senior guardian within the matrilineage;
the relative role of the husband is that of a guardian to his wife and child-
ren,

As is pointed out by Richards the status and role of husband appears to

be more or less the same in all matrilineal-matriloca’ su:ieti.es.lﬂ)

15) Ibid, p. 115.

16) Bruwer, J.P.: Ibid, p. 113.

17) Bruwer, J.P.: 0Op cit, p. 113.

18) Cf. Cohen, E and Gluckman, M.: Seven Tribes of British Central Africa,
p. 328. Reference is made to an article by A.I. Richards: Mother-right
among the Central Bantu, p. 267.




(b) The Status and Role of Wife

The structural framework of the matrilineage is conceptualized in the
form of a hierarchical system in which rank and status permeate through
fmlesandp:u_'pctedmmmlesintnmcasesaccm‘dingtnseq.erceof
birth, The principle of seniority within matrilineage, permeates through
women thus creating major and minor roles that again project their status
on to their progeny. This principle gives rise to a matrilineage of
segmentary nature, each section receiving its status from the ariginating
matrix or breast.

Mention should be made of the fact that the wife remains an inalienable
member of her matrilineage. (CF. section A above with regard to the hus—
band's position in this respect.)

The principle of matrilineage descent rules that the status and position
of males are projected through females and a man's seniority or otherwise
is therefore based upon the position of his mother within the geneclogi—
cal unit indicated here by the term matrilineage. Thus the position of
males depends upon an inherited factor functioning within the matriline—
age as a unit. 'rheyactasglardiansm:erﬂweintm'estsufﬂleir
matrilineages which they themselves cannot perpetuate, but which are
continued through the female co—members. «19)

(c) Status and Role of Children and Relatives.
Children
The matrilineal Malawi child belongs primarily to its mother®s group; a
boy inherits social and palitical status from his mother's brother, and
a girl from her maternal grandmother. These relatives on the mother's
side arrange the children's marriages and have throughout 1ife more
authority and influence over them than have the father and his group.

If a marriage is dissclved any children which resulted from it stay with
their mother at her home village: their father, whether or not respon-
sible for the bresking up of the home, has no claim on them. This is
diametrically opposed to the South African Bantu tribes, which are patri-
lineal, the child belonging primarily to its father®s family and the son

19) Bruwer, J.P.: Ibid, p. 116.
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inheriting wealth, social status and sometimes political power from his
father,

Relatives

The relationship of blood is the basis of the matrilineal Malawi village,

20)

tives or affines, (that is, connected by marriage), and the custom of

especlally the Nyanja. All members of a typical homestead are rela-
matrilocal marriage determires that a man must live at the homestead of
his wife's parents, usually for life, but at any rate for ten to twelve
years and until he has proved himself a trustworthy son-in-law,
"Matrilocal marriage", according to Lawson, "produces homesteads of
twenty, fifty, a hundred or more huts, where the small family as we
understand it - man, wife and children - is merged in the larger
unit. This unit consists of a man and his wifej; their daughters
and daughters' husbands; their ummarried sons; their daughters'
daughters and sons—-in-law; their daughters' ummarried sons, and so
on down the generations,™<2l
The husband's relations with the male members of the matrilineal descent
group in the village are no easier. Husbands are seen to be merely
strangers. The husbands! relations with their brothers-in-law contain

elements of conflict and of co-operation, rooted in their respective

relationships with their common object of interest — the wife and sister.,

The relationship between brothers—in-law or sisters-in-law is one of
mutual respect and marriage between people who call each other by these
terms is prohibited. Though we may term the formalized relationship
between man and his wife's mother 'respectful', behind this screen, so
Hichardsgz) maintains, there lies an attitude of hostility or subordina-
tion; for example, a man is supposed to offer a chair to his wife's

brother while he sits on the ground.

A husband in the village and his wife's brother co-operate in certain
situations, especially those relating to the children born to the hus-
band and his wife. Thney must both consult a diviner if the child falls
ill. "Tt is to the wife's brother that a man looks for recompense

if his wife's behaviour is not all that it should be.“23) At the same

20
21
22
23

Lawson, A.: 0Op cit, p. 181

Lawson, A.: Op cit, p. 181.

Cf. Colson and Gluckman: DOp cit, p. 329.
Ibid, p. 329.
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time, however, it is to her brother that his wife appeals if she is

dissatisfied with her husband's behaviour and the brother is often able

to wield considerable power over the husband in this respect.

Distinctive Features of the Malawi Family System and its Main

Characteristics.

From the above exposition the following conclusions may be drawn:

1.

That the three tribes referred to, viz. the Nyanja, Yao and Cewa,
are matrilineal and matrilocal. These matrilineages comprise male
and female members determining descent through a classificatory sys-—
tem of kinship from a common ancestress genealogically recognized
and remembered, Within the matrilineage, male members act as
guardians, especially in regard to the women and their children, on

the basis of avuncular power,

The structural framework of the matrilineage is conceptualized in
the form of a hierarchical system in which rank and status permeate
through females and are projected on to males, in both cases accor-

ding to sequerce of birth.
Since matrilineages are exogamous units, husbands are drawn from

other matrilineages belonging to different matrisibs and only act as

seedraisers, "These husbands remain integral members of their own

24)

As a result of this, intermarrying matrilineages tend to reside to-

matrilineages in which they may have guardian responsibilities.”

gether and mutually provide husbands and wives, thus giving rise to
a system of preferential marriage which gives a connotation to the
concept of creoss—cocusin unions. Preferential cross—cousin mar-
riages can be seen as "symmetric® and both males and females are
mutually interdependent leading o this interdependence of matrili-

neages.

The Geographical and Historical Background of the South African Bantu

Women Married to or Living with the Malawi Men.

Table 1.1.3 (p. 3) provides a picture of the numerical distribution of

4

2da)

Bruwer, J.P.: “Unkhoswe: The system of Guardianship in Cewa Matrilineal

Society®, African Studies, Vol. 14, No. 3, 1935, p. 113,
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the South African Bantu women married to the migrant Malawi at the Estates.
All these women, with the exception of the Gomard, origirate from the Trans—
vaal with the Matebele women in the ma jority — 123 in rumber.

The interviews showed that all the Ndebele women origirate from the Pot—
gietersrust district. They or their parents are residents of the following
Bantu reserves: Mokoparne, Mashashare, Fakgwatha and [ edwaba.

Of the 47 Pedi women, t-aarrigi"ate‘mﬂvedisb'intufli:khlhn‘gin
ﬂmMmaﬁmwesfmﬂerncﬂhmrﬂtm _
Soekmekaar. The rest origirate frow lefmnt;ﬁriBGFﬁwePLeiztstaz‘gdls—
trict, namely from the Molepo, Dikgale, Mphahlele, Matlala, Moletsi and Male—
bogo Bantu reserves. Thefu”tthreea:‘e,lhamdfastcfﬂemruf
Pietersburg and the remaining three in the West therecof.

ThelBTsmmmnmigiratefmﬁ:eLmﬁsTﬁctardtardPotgieims—
rust districts. The three Swazi women come from the district of Lydenburg.
‘Wm&ﬂuwmfmﬂﬁeﬁrﬂandﬂntstmmnﬁmﬂg
Rustenburg district in the Western Transvaal.. The two Venda women come from
Sibasa, dmmsﬂemsmimnandwﬁnmnmfmlﬂa-i.

Wfimtdﬂefmlemimshmtnﬁ&eEstaﬁaomefrmﬂm
neighbouring Bantu locatiors of Mogoto, Moletlare, Ledwaba and Rakgwa tha
already referred to above. ?’aym&.Mymmdeiqﬁm
orchards — watering and weeding. These First workers, mainly of Ndebele
origin, sinyedatﬂtnrhmemtsubﬁ'eEsiatsscfd'ﬁdtzﬂlkmimt
their respective homes and the Estates daily. At this time the Estates did
not have married quarters or a female compourd, ard this state of affairs
mmjledmh:ﬁmeﬂr‘lytmﬁes:fﬂﬁsmtry.

At work in the orchards, they worked with Melawi migrant men. The
first cohabitation with the Welawi mer resdlted from this contact in the
orchards. Atﬂﬁsﬁm,hmver,ﬁwehlauimhadblivewiﬁ:ﬂmem—
men at their homes ocutside the Estates. In the middle thirtees, when the
cmnnyreplacediﬁ.temmnpadce?abyﬁa:t)m:pmksrs, Bartu giris were
recruited from their different homelands t© pack cranges at the Estates.

Al though ummarried girls corstituted the largest rumber of pecksrs, there
mmﬂmdivmmd,uimmandmtedm. A separate compound
for these women was eventually bBoilt at the Estates. Trese recruits consti-
Wﬂﬂmﬂmfﬂﬁﬂ%mﬁtﬂwﬁﬂ* the Malawi migrant men
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and it was mostly the widowed, the divorced, the separated and the deserted

who cohabitated with them,

Some of the girls were, however, already "hetrothed" to young men in
their own homelands and therefore looked forward to a marriage with men of
their own tribe. It is probably this fact that militated against their

cohabitation with Malawi men,

The third group of women who cohabitated with Malawi men at the Estates
consisted of women who met the Malawi men prior to their employment at the
Estates. Most of these women met their Malawi husbands at the mines (e.q.
the 2 Zulu women) and on farms in the Northern Transvaal (e.g. the 3 Gomani
women )., When these mer were discharged from these mines and farms their

wives accompanied them when they took up employment at the Estates.

2.4 The Family System in the Homeland of the South African Bantu and its

Distinctive Features.

A. The Nature of Marriage

In the homelands of these South African women, marriage is accomplished
by the transfer of some form of material wealth such as cattle by the bride-
groom, or his family acting on his behalf to the bride's father or guardian,

This transfer is customary, ard is known as Lobola or Magadi, and is followed

either by customary weddirg celebraticns or by the women going to live with
the man as his wife with her guardian's consent. "Payment of the "magadi’
or in some tribes agreemert to pay it", says Schapera "is generally held to
be adequate legal procf of the marriage."gs) Schapera further says that

"o form of cohabitaticn between a man and @ women is held to be a marriage

unless it is accompanied by the transfer of, or the formal contract to trans-

7
fer the meu__gradi."dE'J

In case the marriage breaks up, through the husband's fault, it is,
broadly speaking, the wife's family who retains the magadi, and the husband's
family loose their irterest in it. If it is the wife who is at fault, then
the magadi should be returned to the husband's family. In the latter case,

it is possible that if the wife goes back to her own family and the lobola

25] Schapera, I.: "Premarital Pregnarcy and Native Opinion: A Note on So-
cial Change", Africa, Vol. VI No. 1., January, 1933, p. 59.
26) 1Ibid, p. E2.
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or magadi is returred to the husband's family, the children of the marriage

may be transferred to the wife's family.

B.

*
patrilineal.

The Family System

As indicated in Table 1.,1.3 all the Bantu tribes in South Africa are

)

The child belongs primarily to its father's family and the

son inherits wealth, social status and sometimes political power from and

through his father.

(a)

The Status and Role of the Husband

In every family of the South African Bantu, the role and status of each
member are clearly defined. The seniority principle plays a very im=—
portant role on all terrains of Bantu family life. Seniority is deter—
mined by sex and age. In general, the male person always occupies a
senior status to a female. Eloff says the following in this connection:
"Tn die vaderregtelike maatskappy van die Bantoe is n manlike persoon
maatskaplik die senior van n vroulike persoon; n broer is dus die
senior van enige suster, ongeag die ouderdom, Tussen persone van
dieselfde geslag word senioriteit veral volgens die relatiewe ouder-
dom bereken; onder kinders van dieselfde moeder is 'n ouer broer dus
altyd die senior van n jongere."27)
It therefore follows that the husband is the most senior member of the
family. His senicrity can only be inferior to that of his father if

the latter is still alive.

It is noteworthy that a man is never freed from the paternal power to
which he is subject during the life-time of his father. His authority
is therefore not an unlimited one. Should the father predecease his
son, the latter becomes responsible to his paternal grandfather, if
living. Great stress is laid on paterral power by the traditional
Bantu. The teaching of this is one of the tenets of the initiation
schools. The men rigidly uphold the superiority over their women folk;

the latter accept this state of affairs as "matural®.

*
27

The Gomani and Yac tribes originate from Malawi and are matrilineal.

Eloff, J.F.: "n Volkekundige studie van aanpassing en ontwikkeling in
die gesinslewe van die naturelle van Atteridgeville"
(Unpublished M.A. Thesis, Pretoria, 1952), p. 46.
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The Status and Role in Relation to the Wife

Clerc says that "payment of lobola gives the husband the title and funct-—

28)

his village as he thinks fit., According to custom, he may in certain

ions of head of the conjugal union and of the family," He sets up
conditions take a second or third wife without the consent of the first

one.

The status of the husband is further enhanced above that of his wife as
result of the practice whereby the wife takes the name of the husband
after marriage and also by the custom of patrilocal marriage. The hus-
band exercises an absolute authority over his wife, and represents her at
court and on spiritual matters. TIn other words, the wife remains a

minor under the custody of her husband.

The Status and Role in Relation to Children

The man who has paid the lobola is considered to be the father of all his

wife's children,

The children are under his custody and as guardian, he, in turn, expects
absolute obedience and humility from them. This expectation does not only

apply to the unmarried children, but also to those married.

Schapera maintains that the father has comparatively little to do for or
with the children during their early youth. His personal dealings with them
never involves such intimate services as are required of the mother. His
duties lie more or mostly in the region of household management and public
life. When children are born, he formally recognizes them as his by giving

them names of his chuice.ag)

In the spheres of education and discipline, the father has more to do
with the boys than with the girils. The boys learn most of the life patterns
expected of them as adults from their father.

When the sons get married, the father pays lobola on their behalf and
helps them to obtain a place of residence and (a) place(s) for the cultivation

of crops and the grazing of cattle. Tn the case of girls, he receives the

28) Clerc, A.: "The Marriage Laws of the Ronga Tribe," Bantu Studies, Vol.
XII, Jure, 1938, No. &, pp. 75-104,
29) Schapera, I.: Married Life in an African Tribe, p. 245.
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lobala which becomes pert of Fis property.

In the traditional scciety, the father is also responsible for communica—
ting with the ancestors on behalf of his children.

The Status and Fole In Aelation to Relatives

The status of & sor is always i~Ferior to that of kis Tather. It fol-
lows that as long as his father is =till alive, he must subject himself to
his authority. Implicitly, it mearns that his father"s status is above that
of his mother.

A sorn—in-law has some duties or ooligatiors to perform in respect to his
parerits—in—law, Although ro intimete relationship exists between a man and
his parents—ir-law, a man is expected to respect the ir—laws, and render as—
sistance wherever thdis i= possible and rnecessary, for example with the build—
ing of a dwelling, the cultivation of crops and the like.

(b} The Status and Foie of the Wife

The Status and Aole in Relatio~ to the Family as a Whale

When the wife stays with her ir—laws, her status Is much lower than when
she stays alnne.m}

Her role ircludes economic maintenance of the household ard the Fields.
Today, some wives even taks up employment in order to augment the family in—

COme .

The status of the wife in the case of a polygemous union is determined
by the ranmking of the wives. If she is the first wirte the daughter of her
husband®s unele or as is the case among the Pedi, a daughter of the husband®s
paternal uncle, her status is aboue that of the other wives in the same
family. If she marries last, her status will be lower than the other wives
in the family.

The Status and Bole i~ Relation to the Husband

The wife is always legally dependert uporn her husbard. She canmot as a
rule resort to the tribel courts except through him as her represerntative,
and if she does wrong or falls into debt, he is liagle for any paymerts that

30) Schapera, I.: Op cit, p. 10G.
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must be made. Schapera says that "she cannot bind herself to any contracts
without his approval, she must live wherever he chooses to build his home and

3
she must obey all his commands." 1)

Inspite of her legal subjection, her status isslightly enhanced by the
establishment of their own household, for she acquires a new authority in
domestic affairs. She is responsible for the care of the home and she can
entertain friends and visitors more freely than before and in time she will

have her children and other dependents to work under her supervision,

If she maliciously deserts the husband, she forfeits all the children and
the husband is entitled to recover his cattle which he paid in lobola to her
parents or guardian(s). A wife cannot bring a case of desertion against her
husband according to the custom of the South African Bantu. If, however, a
man drives away his wife from his home for no just reason, it is regarded as
a very grave action and he forfeits all rights to the woman and the children

of the marriage and cannot reclaim the lobola paid by him,

If the husband deserts his wife, his family, in order not to loose the
children of the marriage will always endeavour to provide a substitute, e.g.
the brother of the callous husband. If the wife refuses to assent to this
arrangement, every endeavour is made to thrust the guilt of desertion upon
her, on the grounds of her resfusal to cohabit with her husband's substitute
representative. A woman is allowed very 1ittle latitude in such matters.
Harries says in this regard that

", .... a woman who has been malicicusly deserted by her husband is

always blamed as being the cause of the desertion; she is jeered at

by other women ard scorned by the men who say she must be diseased

otherwise her husband would not have lefther,"32

Among the South African patrilineal tribes, the infidelity of the wife is
not looked upon as an unpardonable offence against society and in certain
circumstances it is even considered justifiable. When the hushand is away
in town, and it is time for his wife to get another child, she is entitled to
bear a child by some cther person, if she feels so inclined. In such cases,
it is conesidered that the husband's negligence has warranted her unfaithful—

ness. 1In any case, the real husband is regarded as the father of the child -

31% Schapera, I.: Ibid, p. 103.
32) Harries, C.L.: The Laws and customs of the Bapedi and cognate tribes
of the Transvaal, Johannesburg, 1929, pp. 20-21.
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the general principle being that women beget children and not men.

A status of a woman in her husband®s home always changes with the years.
Developing from dependency to responsibility.

A woman who is a doctor may cwn considerable property of her own in goats
and cattle. When her daughter gets married, she has a great say in the dis—
posal of the bridal price. When a ycung man marries, his mother is the
dominating figure in his household.

The Status and Role in RAelation to Children

During the first years of life, the mother plays a much more important
role in the lives of the children than their father, because they live in—
timately with her. In other words, the whole burden of child-rearing rests
mainly upon the mother.

Regarding the daughters, this care offered by the mother continues uwntil
they get married. She teaches them househcld activities and is responsible
for sex education.

From the above brief exposition it becomes evident that the mother has
the biggest share in her children®s early education.

(c¢) The Status and Role of the Children

There is little personal contact betwsen the father and his young child-
ren who in turn are always in company of children of their own age.

The father keeps his distance, yet he iz the personification of many
ideals.

The children treat their father with the highest respect. The mother
on the other hand is tied to the children with chains of love. *It is

expected of children to listen to their mother arnd rescect her. "36)

There are certain relatiorships which children have to mairtain. These
relationships are bésed on seniority. The younger brothers listen to
their elder brothers and carry cut their instructions. The sendority
of a brother is determined pur=sly by age and not because his mother is
the senior (in case of polygemy). This is also the case with the
sisters.

33) Van Zyl, H.J.: Bakgatla ba gaMocsetlha, (Urpublished Ph.D. Thesis,
Urniversity of Pretoria, Pretoria, p. 63.
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In many Bantu tribes, boys and girls can only be adeitited to the statis
of adults after they have gone through the initiation schoal.

The sons have a higher status in the family than the daughters. The
status is in accordance with age. The eldest =on has a higher status
than his younger brothers. The second in rark is the one who is
second in birth. The youngest brother has the lowest status, although
he is usually the most liked by the parents. Eloff says the following
in comection with the status of the eldest son:

"=nneer die vader afwesig is, neem die cudste seun sy plek in,

en dif word dan behandel asof hy die gesinshoof is.™34)
Although the girls have irferior status to the boys in the family ir-
respective of ages, the statis difference between them is also deterwi-
ned by age. The most serdor by age has the highest status among the other
younger sisters. The second in age is the second highest in status.
The youngest by age is usually the lowest in status al though she is the
favourite. In the abserce of the mother, the serior daughter emacts
the role of the mother. All the young sisters then depend on her for
their household necessities.
The differences in status between the children as based on age and sex,
can be diagrammatically presented in the fallowing way:

Diagram 2.4.1
(Family consisting of three boys and three girls)

— Eldest son (Highest status)
e Second son (Second highest status)
o Youngest son (Losest status)

e Eldest daughter (Highest status)

Second daughter (Second higrest)

—— Yourgest daughter (Lowest stat=s)

34) Hoff, JLF.: Op cit, p. 48.
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As can be concluded  the difference in status between boys and girls is

based purely on sex, whereas status in each sex group is based on age.

The difference in status between parents and children can be diagram—

matically presented as follows:

Diagram 2.4.2

Highest Status

Parents Children
A Father E
B Sons F
C Mother G
D Daughters H

Lowest Status

As can be concluded from the above diagram, the father has the highest
status in the family. The second status is that of the sons. The
mother ranks third in status and the daughters fourth. The father's
status area covers A and B. In his absence, his sons fill area B.
Their status area in his absence cover area A in the diagram. When
he is dead, they fill area E, which is not identical but on par with

area A.

The mother's status area covers C and D. In her absence, the eldest
daughter's status covers area D. When she is dead, her role covers

area G,

According to Mbnnig the status differentiation between parents in the

Bantu family is as follows:

"Children derive their status from their father through their mother,
in other words, children within a compound family derive their rela-
tive status amongst themselves from the seniority or inferiority of
their mother, whilst their status as compared with that of children
of other families depends on the status of their father, "35)

35) Mbnnig, H.0.: "The Structure of the Lobedu Social and Political Organi-
zation," African Studies, Vol. 22, No. 2, 1963, pp. 49-64.
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Role differentiation also exists between boys and girls, The boys when
still young, help their fathers whereas the girls are inclined to help

their mothers.,

(d) Distinctive Features of this Family System and its Main Characteristics.

From the above discussion the following comclusions may be drawn:

1.

Summasx

Among the Bantu tribes of the Transvaal, it has been found that the
Lobola or Magadi payment serves as a legal contract and solemnizes

marriage between a man and a woman.

In the family, the wife occupies a lower status then the husband
who occupies the senior position; the latter plays a very important
role at all levels, ranging from family authority to child rearing.

Males generally occupy a higher status than females. “Within each
sex group age seniority determines status seniority.

Most of the Bantu Tribes are patrilineal, the child belonging pri-—
marily to its father's family and the son inheriting wealth, social

status and sometimes political power from his father.

From the above exposition it is apparent that there is a vast difference

between the Malawi family system and the South African Bantu family system.

The former is matrilineal and the latter is patrilineal. These basic dif-

ferences have an influence upon the status and role of different members of

the family.



CHAPTER III

3.1 The Contact Between the Malawi Matriarchal and the South African

Patriarchal Family Systems at the Zebediela Estates.

The Malawi men, many of whom left their homeland for South Africa when
they were in their teens had either left their wives in Malawi or, if not
married, cohabitated with women wherever they settled — Table 1.1.5 (p. 5)

clearly indicates their previous marital status.

As shown in Table 1l.1.1 (p. 2] the present type of "union" effected by
these men is cohabitation rather than legitimate marriage, whether in terms
of Bantu custom or Christian or civil rites. Further, as the data in Table
1.1.4 (p. 4) shows, mostly women who either had illegitimate children or
those who were widowed, deserted or separated, were the objectives of the

Malawi men,

There were several factors that encouraged "marriage" between the South
African women and Malawi men. For instance, when the company decided to es-—
tablish married quarters on the Estates, this move was not welcomed by the
South African men who were employed at the Estates, for these men had their
homes in the neighbourhood where they could spend their week—ends. Also,
according to the Pedi and Ndebele customs women are not supposed to mix with
men at work, and as the Pedi and Ndebele regarded the Estates as the place of
employment they were therefore not prepared to live permanently with their
wives on the Estates. Because of these beliefs, the establishment of mar-
ried quarters was an event that was not appreciated by the South African men

- they were decidedly reluctant to make use of these "Housing" facilities.

On the other hand, the Malawi men, because of the geographical distance,
could not easily get back to their homelands in Malawl where most of them

had — practically permanently = left their Families.1)

With the availability of suitable accommodation, cohabitation with the

South African Bantu women on the Estates became possible on a large scale

1) The interviews with the Malawi men showed that though the first "tempora-
ry" migrants came to South Africa in the 1920-s the majority "settled"
here during the period 1931 - 50. In addition it became apparent that
because of poor transport facilities and their own poor econamic circum—
stances most of the Malawi men came to South Africa on foot.
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for the Malawi men, This resulted in the establishment of families made up
of parties with contrasting backgrounds with regard to family systems, namely

the matrilineal and patrilineal systems.

One informant says that the company had realized that the South African
men were not eager to live with their families in the married gquarters pro-
vided on the Estates, hence the recruitment of (more) Malawi men., The infor—
mant says that in recruiting these Malawi men reference was made to good
wages, ample rations, good housing and many unattached women in the neighbour-
hood. According to the same informant, it was obvious that the greatest at-

traction was the abundance of women in the vicinity.

The Malawi men had some handicaps in making love to the South African
women especially because of language difficulties. Malawi men made use of
a "compound" language namely "fanakalo" or "sethathalapha". Although most
of the South African women could not grasp this language immediately they
eventually did get a general idea of what was being said. To augment this
type of communication the Malawi men used to organize themselves into groups
of ten each — a sort of company — for the purpose of capturing the love of
those women. At the end of the month, they surrendered their wages to a
group member who at that time was making love to a woman in the neighbouring
village. This money was then changed into one pound (later rand) notes and
pinned on the walls of the room occupied by the member who was an aspiring
suitor to a woman, After the decoration of the room in this manner, the suitor
would invite the woman concerned to visit him in the compound. On arrival
at the compound, the woman was invited into the room where the walls were
decorated with money. Obviously the woman was astounded at the amount of
money pinned on the walls. When she asked why the money was being displayed
in that manner, she was told that this was the custom in their homeland; they,
in turn, expressed "surprise" at the way in which money was being used in
this country, On leaving the room the woman was offered some notes as to
enable her to decorate her own house in a similar fashion. On returning home
this woman would spread the news of a foreign tribe at the Estates compound
which did not know the value of money. The result of this "news" was that
other women also made attempts to capture the love of these men from whom they

hoped to obtain money.

Another factor which made it possible for unions between the Malawi men

and South African women to take place was the fact that normally there were
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more women than men at the villages, because the men had to seek employment
in the big cities like Johannesburg ard Pretoria. This was the position at
the neighbouring villages of Mogoto and Moletlane. Most of these women were
without adequate support and many of them readily decided to "attach™ them—
selves to the Malawi men and live with them in the compounds.

The influx of women into the compound brought about a feeling of jealousy
andhairedbet\leentheSmwAFﬁ.canmr!anthesrelﬂndandﬂmllalauimn
on the other. 1In 1925 this feeling of animosity between those men living in
the single quarters culminated ina sk]'.nnish.z]

As a result of the disturbances rondavel urnits for "married” couples
were erected at the Estates, no longer ad joining the single quarters but apart
from them. This new "housing situation™ was also a contributory factor to
(more) umions teking place between Malawi men and the urattached women from
the Mogoto and Moletlane villages who worked on the Estates but had no accom—
modation there.

Another practice which facilitated the contact between the Malawi men and
the South Aﬁ-ioanmn—andmfm'edtoearlier-vasﬂlemplaylmtuf
Bﬂnmmnaspackersinﬁme;ﬂaceufthehitemnm. The Bantu
women packers came from the districts of Pietersburg and Potgietersrus. The
majority of these women packers, were Ndebele and Pedi (cF. Table 1.1.3).
Among these women there wers many who had 1left their husbands in their home—
lands, or those who were divorced, separated or deserted. It is noteworthy
again that especially the "neglected® and the widowed packers cohabitated
with the Malawi men at the Estates (Cf. Table 1.1.4).

The Type of Marriage Coancluded

As indicated in Tatle 1.1.1 the type of marriage or urion found most
frequently among the Malawi men at the Zebediela Estates is concubinage.

In the first instance these unicns were not accomplished according to
the procedure to which the Bantu in South Africa are accustomed. As explain—
ed earlier (Ch. 2.4, pp. 25-26) the Bantu marriage is characterized by lobola.
OF the 100 cases interviewed, however, only 14 Malawi men paid the.lobola.

2) The police were called upon to guell the urrest. However, a number of
people were killed and many sustained serious injuries.
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TIn this respect it becomes clear that the majority of such unlons are not in
1ine with the South African patrilineal Bantu customs. To the Malawi men

who did not pay lobola, the union, however, still remains normal as the
practice of lobola 1s unknown in their matrilineal marital system, and second-—
ly according to their matrilineal customs the selection of a marriage partner
is the responsibility of the young sultor. This is not the case among the
patrilineal South African Bantu, Here, the parents have a ma jor role to
play, including that of suggesting or even compelling their son to marry some=

one else.

Becauée most of the South African Bantu women referred to above were
widowed, deserted, separated or neglected, they married the Malawi men with-
out the consent of their parents, for their primary aim, as pointed out

garlier, was financial support and security.

Tt is clear from the above exposition that the women who cohabitated
with the Malawi men at the Estates were all persons who were in some state of
financial dependency or were living in distressing circumstances., They
either had illegitimate children or were widowed, divorced, separated. or
deserted. As can be =zeen from Table 1.1.4 very few of these unions were

first marriages.

“yom the discussion above it is apparent that the Malawi men had little
or no contact with their family of origin in Malawi. The South African
Bantu women — except where some of their children are being taken care of by
their own parents - also have little or no direct contact with their family

of origin in their homeland.



CHAPTER IV

THE FAMILY SYSTEM RESULTING FROM THE UNION BETWEEN MALAWI
MEN AT THE ZEBEDIELA ESTATES WITH SOUTH AFRICAN BORN BANTU
WOMEN, WITH GSPECIAL REFERENCE TO THE ROLES OF THE VARIOUS
FAMILY MEMBERS.

4,1 The Nature of the Family and its Distinctive Characteristics

The family of the Malawi men and South African Bantu women is a nuclear
one and like all nuclear families consists of the husband, his wife and their
dependent children. As palygamy is not practiced, there is no compound fa-—
mily. As already stated in Chapter III the husband has broken contact with
his family of origin in his homeland — to a limited extent this is also the
case with regard to the wife. The fact that family rondavel units at the
Estates are allotted only to the men who are in the service of the Estates,

has eliminated the consanguineal family group.

Each nuclear family occuples a three rondavel unit in a section village.

This makes the family unit more easily identifiable,

The nuclear family has no contact with the family of the husband because
of the geographical distance between Malawi and the Estates. When the hus—
bands of these nuclear families were asked why they had lost contact with
their families of origin, they menticned distance, lack of funds, lack of
parents in Malawi and the fact that they have families on the Estates, as
reasons thereof, Unemployment in Malawl was alsc mentioned as a reason for
severing ties with the homeland and the adoption of South Africa as a new

home,

The wife in thiz family is a woman who left her nearby homeland to work
on the Estates. The majority of these women who became attached to the Ma-
lawi men were either divorced, neglected, separated, widowed or urmmarried
mothers, The distance between the Estates and their homelands is, however,
geographically insignificant, Contact between the nuclear family of the
Malawi men and that of the wife's family is therefore possible, Al though
such contact does occasionally take place, the mere fact that the Malawi fa-
mily is located cn the Estates away from that of the wife's parents causes it

to be a structuraliy isolated nuclear family.,
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Characteristics of the Structural Isolation

A common practice in the Malawi family at the Estates is to send older
children either to the mother's parents or more often to the wife's brother
(the materrel uncle to the children). Some Malawi men even build additional
huts at their in-laws' or maternal uncles' dwellings to make provision for
the accommodation of these older children who are then fostered by their in-
laws or by the brothers—in-law, It follows that the children of this nuclear

family are therefore not all sharing a common abode but are often separated.

Like all other structurally isclated ruclear families, the nuclear fami-—
ly of the migrant Malawi constitutes a household which is economically inde-—
pendent and is mainly maintained by the income of the husbard. In cases
where the wife is also employed however, her income is usually not used to
augment that of the husband, but goes to support her parents, if still alive.
This phenomencn is not common in structurally isolated nuclear families,

hence this is a unigue feature of the family of the migrant Malawi.

The structurally isolated family at the Zebediela Estates is more impor-
tant for the husband than his family of origin. The wife of the migrant
Malawi, however, does not attach great importance to her family of procreation
— she attaches more importance to her family of origin than her own nuclear
family. She considers her family of procreation merely as a production
factory for children who do not belong to it but to that of her family of
origin, The reason for this is twofold - firstly, the migrant Malawi did
not pay lobola, and therefore, she feels that she still belongs to her
parents; in the second place she feels that as the clder children are in the
care of her parents or brother these children should be financially supported

by her and her husband,.

The migrant Malawi husband on the other hand, has very little or no con-
tact at all with his family of crigin. He has, therefore, no other family
which he can consider as a home except that ore at the Estates. As a result,

he attaches great importarce to his ocwn family at the Estates,

In most cases, the structural isoclation of a nuclear family leads to an
adoption of a bilateral attitude towards descent, This however, is not the
case with the structurally isclated family of the migrant Malawi at the Zebe—

diela Estates., In this family, a urilateral attitude towards descent is



adopted. Ttemfemﬁnsfa.zlyd:esmtkrnuﬂa;ﬂrenlsufarﬂthehm—
land of her husband. Insu.acases,thaumlu'n-tlenlustnrdsbyfmt
names orly. Tfeyd:mtbuﬁerh:krmﬂmrsm The children adopt
H'Bfa-:ilyrmenfﬂnmﬂm"smrenisandmfmtsmdcﬂelargﬂgaufﬁn
mother only. |

Matriarchal Features

Tremjm'ltyuffalﬂzgsm'emtrﬂmal The family of the migrant Ma—
lawi at the Zebediela Estates is quasi—patrilocal by residence. The wife in
this family does mot, however, consider this ff.-ilyasl'erh:-a. She con—-
siders I'mselfa-ﬂterufl'm‘paren‘l's' family. However, her children are
cuﬁidat‘admbelmlgmﬂefanilynfﬂnirmmwﬂlumle. This is a
matriarchal characteristic in the family of the migrant Malawi at the Estates.

The research has revealed a certain tendency towards matrilocal residen-
ce, ﬁstufthaﬂalalimnsetﬂeuiththeir-ivasmtheEsintas, but some
of them do erect dwellings next to or close to the wife's parents., Malawi
-minlbﬂﬁsg:mthaEshatBschilyfcr-nklmtmhmmﬂﬁiriws
outside the Estates every evemring.

mwweufﬂﬂmem-lhrmofhlanfmllesinﬂussechmufﬂna-—
murity. These families consist of people who were formerly resident on the
Estates. meyleftuneEsinﬁsinmtm-mﬁnunepmamuFun-ifem-
at least to be next to them. This is a matriarchal tendency towards a
matrilocal residence.

Authority in the Family
ﬂnauﬂmifyinﬂlefaﬁlyatﬂteEstﬂmisdivitbdbebmenﬁlerus-
band and wife and the compound manager. The husband, as the official occu—
m.erufﬂnrmsehasanumswtadauﬁmtymm‘allﬁttmsxnlahngmlt.
ﬂueufewanyuﬂnrﬂm‘ufﬂnfmlyﬂymttnungmanypmsmm
shiyinthefmsenﬂmtﬂeamtmﬂluftlnrusbaml

H:Btnves—??wtufﬂlelﬂ]fmlmmtmme-ad repurl:everyi-
puﬂ:anteventurucumernemihehustﬂrﬂfm'rESmFurmhm decision ar
approval.

The wife, however, has authority in certain matters. (cf. Tahles 4.1.1,
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4.1.2 and 4.1.3). The husbard, for instance may not take any important
action or step without the approvel of his wife. IF the wife forbids the
husband from taking certain steps he must obey. In 85 cut of the 100 fami-—
lies imcluded in the sample, the husbands obtain the approvel of thedir wives
for &ll actions taken by them.

In most cases, when the Fusbard and wife fail to settle a dispute between
ﬁm,itisiﬂummﬂﬂecamamﬂmfmfirﬂsetﬂm IF they
fFail to comply with the decision of the compound menager, the manager has the
wﬁmﬁbm,m&emmmﬁﬂsmmhmlﬂnmfm
the section village if he thinks she is the guilty party.

OF the 99 women who have thus far hed reason to become dissatisfied with
the bebaviour of their husbends 6 heve not complaired to any authority, 16
mmmrmdmmtainﬁmmM'sfﬂ]nuhlmmmMrm
family of origin and 47 to the compound menager.

ﬁmfm',&mmmtmiﬂeﬁsm:fﬂeﬁrﬁwstnw
compourd manager, 16 reported to the wife's family, 22 to certain of their
fellowMalawians and 10 heve had no reason to report.

and wife, the compound manager appesrs to be the most important.

Descent

The femilies trece descent differently from esch other. There are fa—
milies which trace descent patrilirnesily. These can be divided into two

Thnsefﬁilimwmthemﬁmalmmdchﬂmhfmm;re—
sent marriage, trece descent through their blood father, provided that the
children were rot borm out of wedlock.

Group B:

Those families where a)memmmmﬂrmmtmm
present father, who may be the blood father or the adoptive fathers B} the
children trece descernt matrilineslly. Here there are two sub—groups, viz.
i) families wherein the mothers ceme with Illegitimets children and where
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the children trace descent through the mother; and ii) families where no
lobola was paid for the wives and as a result, the children are considered
as the mother's and descent of the children is traced through her.

OF the 100 women included in the sample 76 have not adopted the names
of their husbards af ter the union. They have either retained their former
husbands® names or their maiden rames. In Sl families out of 100 included
in the sample, the children consider themselves as belonging to the mother's
tribe and orly in 24 families to the Ffather's tribe. 18 identify themselves
with the tribe of their former fathers.

On the whole, children see themselves more as members of their mothers’
ethnic group than their fathers'.
Inheritance

(a) In Respect to the Husband's Property

Irheritance at the Estates is influenced to a large extent by the fact
whether lobola was paid at marriage or not. The interviews have proved
that all of the 22 families in which marriage was contracted af ter the
lobola was paid, patrilineal inheritance will take place. In these
families, the sons are the inheritors of their father's property at his
death (of intestato).

Where lobola was not paid at marriage, irheritance takes place on a dif-—
ferent basis. In some families the wife is the irheritor in the case
of the husband's death. 16 families out of the sample of 100 (will)
follow this procedure. 4 families who have ro sans, referred to deughters
as the cbvious inheritors of the family property. Most men - 52 in
rumber — who did not pay lobola want their property to be inherited by

their fellow-Malawians at the Estates.

In the families where lobola was paid, the property of the wife and that
UFﬂwerusbaruiiscunsideredasme-ﬁmisacmrdtyafpruperty—
ammmefmmbeinheritedbympersmmmﬁﬂtpersunmyhe.

(b) In Respect of the Mcther's Property

In the families where lobola has not been paid, the property of the wife
is separate from that of her husbands. In 75% of these families, at the
death of the wife, her property will be inherited by her daughters; in
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the remaining 25% of the families the property will go to the sons.
On the whole, therefore, mothers prefer their property to be inherited

by their daughters and not by their sons.

Of the 24 cases where the son will be the inheritor, all were found to
be families in which lobola had been paid, It can, therefore, be con—
cluded that in almost every family where lobola was not paid, property

inheritance = the wife's property = will be matrilineal.

Ownership of Property

Among the 100 families included in the sample there were 25 families in
which wives possess houses in their homeland — 15 of these wives were widowed
before they married the Malawi men at the Estates, and their houses were
built in the name of their late husbands, The remaining 10 women who had
houses built = in their maiden name = were ummarried mothers prior toc their

present marriage.

Most of the Malawi husbands — 19 cut of the25- of the women who own
houses in their homeland have never seen these homes. It was further found
that the women who own houses in their homeland also own all mevable property
in these houses. They are also responsible for the maintenance of the oc-
cupants of these houses, usually their own children, their parents and/or some

other relative,

The women who do not own houses outside the Estates usually own little
or no property, The three rondavel-unit which is provided by the Estates
for each family, is given in the name of the husband, The husband, there-—
fore, is legally responzible for the dwelling. In most of these rondavels,
the husband owns the furniture and other property. In only 7 cases did the

wives own furniture.

Residence

The families are well aware that the Estates is rnot their permanent
home. They stay at the Estatez only as long as the men are employed there.
Considerable differences exist between the family members with regard to the
place they actually consider to be their permansnt home. For example, the
ma jority of the women [59] consider the homeland of their parents as their

permanent home, whereas 27 women, for whom lobola was paid at marriage, see
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their husband's homeland as their permanent home. Only 4 women consider

their former husband's homeland as their permanent home.

Although 76 of the men freguent their wives' homes outside the Estate,
only 9 out of the 100 men in the sample consider their wife's homeland as

their own permanent home,

With regard to the children it appears that in 69 families they consider
their mothers' homeland as their permanent home. In only 6 families do
children consider their fathers' homeland as their permanent home. In 7
families children regard the Estates as their permanent home and in another 8
families they consider the homeland of their mothers' former husbands as

their permanent home.

The children in the remaining 10 families were too small at the time of
the investigation to know which place they considered as their permanent

home.

47 of the families included in the sample have children who work outside
the Estates. In 29 of these families the children were found to go to their
mother's home when they were on leave and only 18 visited their parents'

dwelling at the Estates.

Division of Household Duties in the Family

Table 4.1.1 provides data with regard to the division of household

duties in the family.
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As can be deduced from the above Table the husband is the main breadwin-
ner in all cases. However, 12 of the 100 mothers and 27 children also con-

tribute to the family income.

Because it is generally believed by both the South African Bantu women
and the Malawi men that the husband should be the sole breadwinner of the
family, women of such families are usually reluctant to assist their husbands
in order to augment the family income. This feeling of not assisting the
father in this respect, is extended to the children. It is necessary to
mention here that only a few of the children who were working were employed
at the Estates.

Whereas the mothers are responsible for cooking and the drawing of water
(100%) and the cleaning of the house (90%,) a considerable number of husbands
are responsible for the purchase of groceries (34%) and budgeting for the
family (40%).

Discipline
Table 4.1.2 refers to the application of discipline in the family,

According to the data in the said Table, it can be concluded that in
general, the wife plays a greater part in the disciplining of the children
than the father. Observation has also shown that, on the whole, the child-

ren are more attached to the mother than to the father.

On the other hand, where coercion is required, the father plays a promi-
nent role, For example, 64% of the cases maintain that the father takes
responsibility for the misbehaviour of the children, Also 55% of the cases

hold the father to be responsible for the punishment of children.

The data in the said Table alsc show that all the children are bound to
incline towards the maternal family, as almost 80% of the husbands have lost

contact with their own families or relatives.
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It is also apparent that where the mother and father camnot or do not
decide on some aspect of discipline, certain of the mother's relatives take
over their task in this respect. Questions 2, 4, 5 and 6 in Table 4.1.2
for example, show that the mother's brother, her parents and even the rela-

tives of her former husband take over these "duties" under such circumstances.

The great geographical distance between Malawi and the Estates is per-
haps mainly responsible for the non—-featuring of the father's relatives in

the aforementiored regard.

It may be concluded, therefore, that as far as the application of
discipline over the children is concerned, the mother exercises more influ-—
ence (over the children) than the husband, and the latter's authority comes

to the fore more in situations where coercion or compulsion is necessary.,

Persons Approached by the Children for Affection

Table 4,1.3.
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The data in the above Table point out that in the large majority of
cases the children approach the mother for affection. For example, 89% of
the children confide in their mother; 87% report minor injuries and related
matters to her; 89% spend most of their leisure time with her; in 86% of the
cases the mother is responsible for organizing their recreational activities;
and in 29% of the cases the mother accompanies the children to church or

sunday school,

Although it is not indicated by the data in the Table, the interviews
have brought to light that the mother's relatives also play an important

"affective" role with regard to the children.

Table 4,1.3 further shows that the father is only approached to a
greater degree than the mother (72% against 28%) in matters "material" - for

clothing, school fees and related matters.

The Tdeals Parents have for their Children

Table 4,.1.4,
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According to Table 4.1.4, 78% of the parents are still "traditionally"
inclined for they are still of the opinion that children should attend the
customary or initiation schools. From the reasons given by those parents
who consider that their children should attend a customary school it appears
that 72% were of that opinion because it was the custom of the wife's ethnic
group. In a further 12% of the cases the reason given was "the custom of
the husband's ethric group”, whereas 8% referred to the custom of the wife's
former husband's ethnic group and the remaining 8% to the custom of both the

husband's and the wife's ethnic group,

It would appear (from the aforegoing exposition) that old customs and
traditions are not discarded easily, especially with regard to institutions
which have historically played an important part in the education and social-

ization of the group members.,

The data in the Takle above, augmented by the information gained during
the interviews, show, however, that almost all parents (96%) feel that their
children should receive formal and modern education to equip them better to

meet the "complicated”™ demands of modern society.

The adherence to the old (customary school) and the simultaneous need
for the new (formal schocl) are not actually contradictory, as the "old"
largely aims at the socialization of the child and the “new" largely at his

formal education.

Whereas 40% of the parents are of the opinion that the boys should have
& higher education than the girls, 23% are of the opinion that the education-
al level should be the same, 23% don't know, 8% feel that only girls should
be educated and 2% think that girls should have a higher education than boys.
Although the aforementioned evidence is not conclusive, it does appear as if
in this particular community the role of the female in the educational field
and all that accompanies it, is almost as important as the male's. In a com—
munity where, as the interviews have shown, literacy is only confined to a
small number of women, these educational ideals are interesting and enlighten—
ing.

With regard to employment “desires" for the children, most of the parents
(68%) would prefer them to work outside the Estates. All parents, however,
are of the opinion that their children =zhould settle outside the Estates., The
feeling among the parents appears to be that economic and other "life" oppor-

tunities are more promising cutside the Estates, especially in the cities.
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The care and upbringing of the children

Table 4.1.5

The data in the above table show that the care and upbringing of the
children is by and large the responsibility of the mother. For example, the
mother is largely or almost entirely responsible for the teachinq/treining of
the children with regard to behavioural conduct towards strangers (85 cases),
behavioural conduct of girls (88 cases), the doing of their laundry (91 cases ),
supervision of school work (39 cases), the weking and dressing of children in
the marning (74 cases), and table manners (82 cases)., With regard to reli-
gious instruction the parents play an equal part (38 and 39 cases respective-
ly). Only in respect of the payment for children's customary education does
the father play a more important role than the mother [respectively 35 and 25

cases).

It is significant to note that the materral grandparents also have a
certain amount of influence to exert regarding the care and upbringing of the
children. This could probably be ascribed to the fact that these grandpa-—
rents are within easy physical reach of the children. However, from the in—
terviews held, it can be concluded that the position would not have been
different had the grandparents on the father's side also been within easy

physical reach.

In the discussion of ideals (cf. Table 4.1.4) the opinion was expressed
that it would appear that on matters of education, the wives play a prominent
role, In the above Table it also appears that it is the wife who "supervi-

ses" children on school work,

Summarizing Remarks

From the above exposition of the roles of husband, wife, children and
relatives in the family of the Malawi men on the Zebediela Estates, the fol-

lowing findings and conclusions are the most important:

i The husband attaches great importance to his nuclear family.

2. The wife does not attach much importance to her nuclear family, but feels
that her family of origin is of great importance. The majority — about

75% =~ of the wives consider their parents' home as their permanent home.
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Unresolved disputes between the wife and the husband are either settled

by the compound manager or otherwise by the wife's relatives,

Property, especially where lobola has not been paid (and this is the
case in about 75% of the families concerned), will be inherited by the

daughters,

The children adopt the family name of the mother's parents and only

speak the mother's original home language and are also considered to be-
long to the maternal parents or senior uncle on the mother's side.

Very often the children are permanently placed in the care of her parents

or in the care of her brother.

In general the wife plays a greater part in the disciplining of the
children than the father — the children are also more attached to the
mother than to the father.

With regard to the informal education of the children and related mat-

ters, the mother appears to play a more important role than the father.

The mother's role with regard to the care and upbringing of the children
is decidedly moreimportant than that of the father,



CHAPTER_V

CONCLUSION

From the data provided in this study it can be concluded that the cir—
cumstances under which the unicns between the Malawl men and the South African
Bantu women took place was not socio-culturally "normal®. The women or wives
in the families cof the Malawi men were either divorced, neglected, deserted
or separated from their former husbands. Only & small percentage (17%] of
the women concerred were never married before or had no children at the time

of the present marriage.

The women concerned were in reality forced to come to the Estates large-
1y because of starvation or dire economic needs. This factor seems to have
been the strongest factor leading to cohabitation with the Malawi men, though
- as came to light in the interviews with them — they did not readily accept
love proposals by the Malawi men. They actually looked down upon these men
as "inferior" people. The culture of the Malawi was SO strange to them that
marriage to a Malawi man could be or was actually considered a disgrace to

herself and to her own community.

The aforementioned state of affairs — and the impressions gained from
the interviews have strengthened this conclusion — indicates that where two
groups of completely differing cultures, even though being of the same colour,
come into close contact, they seem to look down upun each other, more often

the larger group looking down upon the minority group.

The Malawi men, coming from & matrilineal family system, have not found
it difficult to adopt themselves to the “new"” marriage situation. Actually,
for them, thes new =ituation was almost normal and did not require much adap-

tation,

The study has also revealed the continued importance of the lobola
practice among the rural patriarchal South African Bantu people. Where lobo-
la is not paid, the omis=ion of the practice has great repercussions on the
statuses and roles of husband and wife (Cf. summary, ch. v). The fact that
the children of these families are not considered (by the women and her fami-
1y of origin) to belong ta the nuclear family (of the father) is due to the
omission of the payment of lobola, Tt is also due to this omiszion that the

Malawi man is not regarded as the wife's real husband. Both these latter
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practices or attitudes are common in a patriarchal society where lobola has

not been paid.

When lobola is absent in a patriarchal marriage, the wife and her child-
ren do, however, adopt the name of her husband. In this case, however, the
husband does not receive lobola paid in respect of his daughter(s) once they
are to be married. However, he is consulted in the conclusion of the mar-

riage(s) of his children.

The fact that the children and the mother in the family of the Malawi
men do not adopt the name of the father — even where lobola has been paid -
can be attributed to the cultural differences between the local people and
the Malawi men. The local people look down upon the Malawi and any person
connected with them is said to be pathological in cultural behaviour. It
has already been stated that the women who cohabitate with the Malawi men
were compelled to do so because of the misery brought about by divorce, neg-
lect, desertion, illegitimacy or separation from their former husbands,
Under normal circumstances these women would not cohabitate with the Malawi,
It is for this very reason that though actually cohabitating with the Malawi
they do not wish the larger society from which they come, and posterity, to
know of this cohabitation. It is for the same reason that they do not want
their children to take the name of their father for fear of social ostracism

by their own community.

The feeling of non-acceptance of the Malawi men by the local community
is further substantiated by the fact that cases where the Malawi men paid
lobola to the parents of the women concerned, they — the Malawli men — were
only "tolerated" because it was felt that their daughters should not be mar—

ried to men whose culture and country they had little or no knowledge of.

From the interviews held with the women concerned it became apparent
that the parents of the women did not consider the payments made by the Malawi
men as actual "lobola", but only as a means of letting them - the parents -
know that cohabitation with their daughters was actually taking place. In
most cases the "lobola" payment was also not effected in accordance with the
accepted customs and procedures of the local community, hence its non-recog-
nition, In the cases where lobola was paid by the Malawi men the children -

as in the non-lobola cases — also adopted to the mother's surname.
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The language spoken in the family of the Malawi men is that of the wife.
This phenomenon, as the interviews show, is largely the result of the fact
that the local people despiae(d) the Malawi, and it would, therefore, be very
degrading to speak their language. There were many cases where the wife
could speak the husband's language, but would not do so = only when communi-—
cating with the husband directly would she use his language. This resul ted

in the children failing to speak their father's language.

L @Ye

The Fact that the migrant Malawi at the Estates is, in contrast to the
local community, materrnally orientated, has contributed to the belief that
the Malawi are inferior and strange people. Because of this belief, the
parents of the wives exercise strict control over them and their children,
making it difficult, if not impossible for them to become truly Malawi-orien—
tated. Paradoxically, however, the Malawi families have become "mother—
centred” and "matriarchally orientated”, a state of affairs which the parents

of the wives so despise(d).

It would appear, therefore, that where men from a matriarchal/matrilineal
family system — as iz the case with the migrant Malawi — marry women from a
patriarchal/patrilineal family system and the newly-formed family is situated
in a patriarchal society which in turn looks down upon the men from the ma-—
triarchal system as inferior people because of their differing culture, the
type of family constituted will tend to become matriarchally or maternally
inclined. The roles of husband, wife, children and relatives in such circum=—

stances will become matriarchally/materrally orientated.

From the data furnished in this study it therefore appears that sectiaon
(i) of the hypothesis formulated (cf. chapter 1.2) has been proved invalid

for this research project or specific socio-cultural situation.

From the data provided it further appears that when lobola is absent —
even where it is present in this case - in a marriage between a patriarchal/
patrilineal woman and a matriarchal/matrilineal man the role of the woman
will be that of a mother of illegitimate children and that of the man that of
a male concubine. Section (ii) of the hypothesis therefore appears to have

been proved valid — again for this specific socio-cul tural situation.

With regard to the hypothesis as a whole a number of guestions may be
raised and until reliable answers to these guestions have been given no
gerneralizations can be made. Two of the most important questions in this

regard are the following:
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L. How would the family system have been affected if the matriarchal socie-
ty of the Malawi men had existed in close physical proximity to the patriarch-
al society of the women they married, assuming that the respective cultures

were known to each other and no animosity existed between them.

2 Would the resulting family system, including the roles of the family

members, have been different if the marriages were all "first" marriages.

Extensive research will therefore still be necessary to either prove or dis-
prove the general validity of the hypothesis in its entirety or in (its)

part,
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ANNEXURE_ A

THE ZEBEDIELA ESTATES

The Zebediela Estates, lying at an altitude of 3,300 - 3900 feet above
sea level between the Compies and the Mogoto rivers, 112 km. south of the
Tropic of Capricorn and bounded on the North by the Strydpoort Mountains,
was established in 1917 by the Schlesinger Organization for the purpose of
the development of a Citrus Plantation. It was named after a Chief whose

tribe once occupied the area immediately south of the Estates.

The planting of Citrus trees began in 1918 and continues up till this

day. The following statistics show the original and new plantings:

Trees Acres Trees per acre
Original plantings (1918—1926) 217,338 3,343 65
New plantings (1951-1967) 338, 243 2,411 140
Total 585, 581 5,754

The closer planting of trees since 1956 was the result of research

undertaken by Dr, P.J. Quin, a former director of the Estates.

Until 1952 Zebediela Estates employed only European women on grading
and packing, but since 1953 this work is being done by Bantu women under
white supervision, These women come for the packing seasons from neighbour—

ing Bantu reserves,

For the direction, control, administration and mainterance of the
Estates there is a permanent European staff of approximately 70, accommodated
either in staff houses or in flats. The Bantu workers number approximately
2500 and are housed in fifteen large and three small settlements, planned

after close study of the family life of the Bantu in their home kraals.

The Zebediela Employees Co—-operative Trading Society Ltd, is a general
dealer and butchery business run by the staff, for the staff and Bantu

workers,



There are schools for the primary education of all children, Europe&an
and Bantu; the Dutch Reformed Church and Mission caters for the spiritual
and welfare needs of all employees; and the health of the entire community
is well cared for by the Groothoek Mission Hospital situated immediately
beyond the eastern boundary of the Estates. This fully eguipped hospital
has a medical staff of seven doctors, a matron, European and Bantu sisters
and nurses., Specialist practitioners from Pietersburg also make regular
visits to the hospital. As recently as March 1968, a training College for

Bantu Nurses was established at the hospital.
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Il.

How
How
Haw

How

(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)
(e)
(F)
(g)
(h)

How

(a)
(b)
(e)
(d)

For

was

How

Of these second wives,

Of these second wives, how many have children by their present husbands

68.

SCHEDULE A

ANNEXURE B

many Nyasas are there in your section T T T Ty

many of the Nyasa family men come from Malawi

many married Nyasa come from places other

many of the married Nyasa have:

Ndebele wives R B § B WG e E § o eean
Pedi wives e 8 B S R B e E 8 e e
Venda wives camssssessbes s Es s aE e RN
S, Sotho wives pssazane & 8 w B wdiGeEecE § 8§ B SRR

swana wives e s e B e e e e 8 8RR
Zulu wives R G B § Y e ¢ 8 e e
Tsonga wives T LR

Any other wives P e g -

than Malawi

many of these married Nyasa are married according to:

Bantu custom ST R E RS WAL R B e M ¢ 6
Christian rites I R
Ll'—_‘:gal I‘itBS #8868 980480 Po R e e 008 08B0 dREESE

No marriage (cohabitation) c.ecesesecsssns

how many of the wives married to or cohabitating with the Nyasa men

thisaf'irst marriage " s 0 09 0 9 0¢ @ % s S8 BE PSS

many of the wives were previously married cnessseserrsTeessss et

CRCEC R I B BRI B SRR BB TR I B B B AU R BN NU R B B B DR B B B B R A

How mary came with children

What is the total number of children in the families of the migrant

Nyasa GRS E E e N AR GREAE S R e e e s e

Of the first wives, how many have children by their present husbands

S 9 @ 8PP P W NS PECES PO PO DS PSS 00 0SS S RSP
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14,

15,

16,

17.

18.

19,
20,
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How many children of the Nyasas are at school

How many of the children are working on the Estates T T

How many are working outside the Estates siasesennes s er e s e ene g ey

How many Nyasas who work in your section have families outside the

Estates § AR e ¢ 8 e

Of the Nyasa families in your section, how many are:

(a)
(b)

Christians

Moslems

(c) Other religions [speciFy]

Of the Nyasa families, how many can read and write

LR R R B R I R R )

How many of the Nyasa families have five years of existence or over

LR R R R A A R A B A B I B

How many Nyasas married their wives outside the Estates rerssssseennes

How many Nyasa men have married Nyasa wives .

How many Nyasas are:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(a)
(e)

Yao
Angoni
Chewa
Nyan ja
Any other
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ANNEXURE C

SCHEDULE B

To what tribe does the husband belong:

(a) Yao

(b) Chewa
(c] Nyan ja
(d) Angoni
(e) Other

How long is the husband on the Estates N I I Y
Was he married or ummarried in Malawi before he came to the Estates:

(a) Married

(b) Unmarried

Is the present wife the first woman with whom he stayed on the Estates:
(a) vYes

(b) No

If not the first what has happened to the first one/ones ST § T 8§ A

LR I I RO O B BT I IR I B AN A A NI O B A BN B IR R R B B A O B R B I A I B R R R RN I B A R R ]

Were children born in the first marriage:
(a) Yes

(b) No

To what tribe does the wife belong:

(a) Ndebele

(b) Pedi
(¢) Vvenda
(d) Tswana
(e) Other

When did the wife come to the EsStates ..eeeevesscsrss

Was the wife married before she came to the Estates:
(a) Yes
(b) No
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10, What has happened to the first marriage of the wife:

(a) Divorced
(b) Separated

(c) Never married

11. Was the first hushand

(a) Nyasa
(b) Pedi

(c) Venda
(d) Other

12. How many children were born out of the first marriage SR € e

FAMILY ORGANISATION

1. How was the marriage effected:

(a) Christian rites
(b) Bantu custom
(c) Civil rites

(d) Cohabitation (no marriage)
2, Has the husband paid lobola for his wife -

(a) VYes
(b) No

How many years is the couple married B W ¥ ST 8 B W e e v e

How many children does the family have T e e LS R b

How many of these children are by the present husband sessssesssssennus

G)S_T]DCJ

. To which church does the family belong & § R € 8§ 8 et ¢ 8 8 8 e

AUTHORTITY IN THE FAMILY

1. Who is head of the household:

(a) Husband
(b) Wwife
(B] Other persaon (specify)

2. From whom do the children ask for permission if they want to marry:

(a) Father (c) Maternal uncle
(b) Mather (d) Other person
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Who pays lobola for a son who marries:

(a) Father
(b) Mother
(c) Maternal uncle

(d) Other persan
Who receives lobola for a daughter who gets married:

(a) Father
(b) Mother
(c) Matermal uncle

(d) Other person
From whom do the children gét permission to go and visit:

(a) Father
(b) Mother
(e) Materrmel uncle

(d) Other person
From whom do the children ask for clothes:

(a) Mother
(b) Father
(c) Other person

Who controls the finances of the family:

(a) Husband
(B) wife

(c) Materrmal uncle
Who buys the grocery for the family:

(a) Husband
(b) Wife

(c) Other person
From whom do thechildren ask for school fees:

(a) Father
(b) Mother

(c) Other person
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1i.

12.

13.

1a.

15
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To whom do the children report all their important matters:

(a) Mother

(B) Father

(c) oOther person

To whom does the wife report all important matters:

(a) Husband

(b) Brother

(c) Other person

From whom does the husband cbtain permission to carry out his life
schemes:

(a) wife

(b) Father

(¢} Brother

(d) Other person

If the wife is dissatisfied with the husband's behaviour, to whom does
she report and seek advice:

(2) Her brother

(b) Parents

(c) Other person

If the husband is dissatisfied with the wife's conduct, to whom does he
report the metter, and seek advice:

(2) Her brother

(e) Parents

(c) Other person

From whom does the husband reclaim his lobola if he so desires:

(a) wife's brother
(b} Wife's parents
(c) Other people

DESCENT

1.

Whose name do the children adopts:

(a) Mother's (c) Other person's
(B) Father's
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2. Whose language do the children speak:

(a) Mother's
(b) Father's

(c) Other person's

3. Has the wife adopted the husband's name after marriage:
(a) Yes (b) No

4, Which place do the children consider as their real home:

(a) zebediela Estates
(b) Malawi
(c) Mother's home

(d) Other place
5. What do children identify themselves as:

(a) Nyasa
(b) Mother's tribe
(c) Any other

INHERITANCE AND SUCCESSION

1. When the father dies who succeeds to his social position:

(a) Son

(b) Daughter
(c) Nephew
(d) Niece

(e) Any other

2. When the father dies who inherets the property:

(a) Son
(b) Daughter
(c) Nephew

(d) Other person
3. Wren the mother dies who succeeds to her social position:

(a) Daughter
(b) Son
(c) Brother's daughter

(d) Brother's son.
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OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY

(a) vYes (b) No

1. Who owns the house:
(a) Husband
(b) wife
(c) Other person
2. Who owns the furniture:
(a) Husband
(b) wife
(c) Other person
3. Who owns the children:
(a) wife
(b) Husband
(c) Both
RESIDENCE
1. Which place does the wife consider as her home:
(a) Husband's home
(b) Her maiden home
(c) Some other place
2. Which place do the children consider as their own home:
(a) Father's home
(b) Mother's home
(c) Other place
3. Which place does the husband regard as his real home:
(a) Wwife's home
(b) His parent's home
(c) Other place
4. Whose parents are in closer contact with the family:
(a) wife's
(b) Husband's
5. Have the husband's parents been to the wife's home in

Malawi:
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6. Has the wife been to the husband's home in Malawi:
(a) vYes (b) No
7. Does the husband frequent the wife's home of origin:
(a) Yes (b) No
8, Where do the working children go when they are on leave:

(a) Mother's home
(b) Father's home in Malawi

(c) Parents' place on the Estates

HOUSEHOLD _DUTIES

l. Who buys the grocery for the family:

(a) Husband
(b) Wife
(c) Other person

2. Who budgets for the family:

(a) Husband
(b) wife
(c) Both

3. Who does the cleaning of the home:

(a) Wife
(b) Husband
(c) Both

(d) children

(B) Other person
4, Who is responsible for cooking and drawing water for the household:

(a) wife

(b) Husband

c) Children

(d) Other person

5, Who is the main/chief breadwinmer for the family:

() wife
(b) Husband
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Does the other partrner help in this respect:

(a)

Yes (b) No

Do the children contribute to the income of the family:

(a)

Yes (b) No

CARE AND UPBRINGING OF CHILDREN

(A) EDUCATION OF CHILDREN

1.

6.

Who

teaches the children the correct manner of behaving towards

strangers, relatives and friends:

(a)
(b)
(e)

Who

Mother
Father

Other person

teaches the daughters the things they need to know as members of

society:

(a)
(b)
(c)

Who
(a)
(b)
(c)

Who
(a)
(b)
(c)

Who
(a)

(b)
(c)

Who

(a)

Mother
Father

Other person
is responsible for the religious education of children in the home:

Father
Mother

Other person
washes the children's clothes:

Mother
Father

Other person
supervises the children's school work at home:

Father
Mother

Other person
wakes up the children and dresses them in the morning:

Mother (b) Father (c) ODther person
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Who teaches the children table manners:

(a) Mother
(b) Father
(c) Other person

Who is responsible for the customary education of the sons:

(a) Father
(b) Mother
(c) Other person

Who is responsible for the customary education of the girls:
a) Mother
b) Father
)

Matermal uncle
DISCIPLINE

Who sees that the children help with work at home:

(a) Father
(b) Mother

(c) Matermal uncle

Who gives the children consent to go and play with others:

(a) Father
(b) Mother

Who gives consent to the children to take up employment:

(a) Mother
(b) Father

(c) Other person
Who punishes children when they are naughty:

(a) Father
(b) Mother

(c) Maternal uncle
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5, Who praises the children if they have done something good:

(a) Father
(b) Mother

(c) Maternal uncle

6. Who takes responsibility when the children have committed an

of fence:
(a) Mother
(b) Father

(c) Maternal uncle
(C) AFFECTION

1. To whom do the children tell their confidential matters:

(a) Mother
(b) Father
[c) Other person

2. To whom do the children go if they have minor injuries:

(a) Mother
(b) Father
(c) Other person

3. To whom do the children go if they are in need of clothes and school

fees:
(a) Mother
(b) Father

4, Who spends most of the day with the children:

(&) Mother
(b) Father
(c) Both

5, Who takes out the children for a walk or a visit:

(a) Mother
(b) Father

(c) Other person
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leI

11.
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Who goes to the church with the children:

(a) Mother

(b) Father

(c) Other person
(d) Not applicable

IDEALS

Are both mother and father willing that their children should attend

customary schools:

(a) VYes (b) No

Do you think it is necessary that your children should attend the
customary schools:

(a) Yes (b) No

Why should the children attend customary schools? T N AT ETY e

Do the parents want their children to attend formal schools?
(a) Yes (b) No

Do the parents want both boys and girls to reach the same level of
education:

(a) vYes (b) No

How far do they want the sons to be educated?

£ 0 ®® @ PP FPEFCES FE N TSN RYEEE S S E P FES TIPSR E SN EF P EY PR E R

How far do they want their daughters to be educated?

L IR B R A R R A R A B B R B R A I A I R A O R R I B R R I I B B R I A I I A I A I I A R A B R R I R B B R ]

Do the parents want their children to work on the Estates ...

What type of work would they like their children to do on the Estates

L L R I R R R R R R R I R R R R I I R I I I A I I I I I A I A A I I B I A R B ]

What work would they like their children to do outside the Estates?

LA I N L O I O O B B I O I R I I I I I R O I A I T I R T T I R I R R R B T S I R I I T B B I ]

Where would they like to see their children permanently settled?

LR R L L L L I I O OO O B AN A R I I R B R I B R R R I I R A I R I I T R I I R R I B R B I B I R R R A



