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SOCIAL WORK AT THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF THE NORTH 
by D. E. MABUDAFHASI, Technical Assistant in the Department of Sociology and 

Social Work 

The Univeraity College of the North 
was officially opened on the 2nd of 
March, 1960. 

The emergence of this College has made 
University Education more accessible to 
our people in the Transvaal and the 
Orange Free State. From that historic 
day, a pioneer group of students, lecturers 
and professors has put its academic 
machinery in motion. 

The department of Sociology and Social 
Work is one of the first departments to 
be established at this University College. 
Two groups of Social Workers are trained 
in this department. The one group fol­
lows a course which leads to the attain­
ment of a Diploma in Social Work whilst 
another group is prepared for the B.A. 
degree in Social Science. 

The Diploma Course in Social Work 
extends over two years. Students are, 
however, required to spend another year 
of practical work in the field before 
Diplomas can be awarded to them. During 

their first two years of study, students 
do at least ooe month of practical work 
a year. The following subjects are offered 
for the Diploma in Social Work: 

Sociology, Social Work, Criminology 
Native Law, Economics, Anthropology' 
Scripture and Arts and Crafts. 

Both the degree and the diploma stu­
dents are encouraged to indulge in sports 
and cultural activities such as football 
basketball, music and drama. 

' 
Students who study for the B.A. (S.S.) 

follow the syllabus of the University of 
South Africa as prescribed for the B.A. 
(S.S.). This Course is spread over three 
years. During these three years, students 
are required to devote a month to prac­
tical work each year. In addition to this, 
weekly practical work is carried out with 
the municipality of Pietersburg and the 
Department of Bantu Administration and 
Development. 

Entrance Qualifications . 
Social Work is an occupation whic 

places particularly exacting demands o 
the personality and the correct attitud 
of the individual. If the correct attitud 
is lacking, Social Work can be mos 
frustrating. 

A student who decides to follow eithe 
a degree or diploma course in Social Wor 
should therefore possess the basic des· 
to demonstrate Christian love and charity 

Our prospectus for 1961 prescribes J.C. 
as an entrance qualification. As fro 
1�62, however, the entrance qualificati . 
will be J.C. plus a professional certificate 
a School Leaving Certificate or a Senio 
Certificate (General Group). 

Students who enrol for the B.A. degr 
cou�se in Social Science. must be in pos· 
session of the Joint Matriculation Board 
or an equivalent certificate (Senior Cer· 
tificate, Matriculation Exemption). 

Applications for admission to either 
degree or diploma course in Social Wor 
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